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PART II. 


wide the Principal Evidence of f the = 
lian Religion is explain d and defended upon 
the Principles of Reaſon, as well as Revels- 
tion: With Obſervations on ſome Paſſ 
in the Book intituled, Chriſtianity as 


the Creation, ſo far as concerns the Bone 
herein advaneed. 
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| PREFACE. 


IH 54 Subject of the Pages is of 
the greateſt Concern and Moment to 
inkind; and for that Reaſon, LOR _ 
rs to e ita t — 
Pet and not wy it either curſoril 
partially; for whether I have hand 
Subject cleerly and juſtly, or not, this I am 
certain of, it is of that Nature, that tis every 
ones higheſt Interaſt to believe rightly about 
it, and to live and act accordiogly. 


Tus World muſt now judge, whethinT 
have done any Thing to Purpoſe, in my En- 
dea vours to this malt neceſſary Subject 
in a clear Light: It is Saddend9n that. I 
can anſwer to my on Conſcience, as in the 
98 for the Sincerity of my Intenti- 
; and if any Perſon with the like Sincerity 
of Intention, rpc 
Mankind, ſhall be ſo k 
me any Miſtakes 1 may have committed, it 
will be doing Service to the In of Religion, 
and for that Ae cceptable. to my 
ſelf; for there is nothin ing 11 more ee 


to- W * and dach arly un: 
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rd to the:Goodof 
as to point out ta 
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derttood, and it w il be Matter of Rejoyclag 


- tome, let it come from any Hand whatſoever. 


1 far the. Perſons Lam. oppoſing. (one eſpe · 


ciall y whom J have particularly named and 


0 will think themſelves ſomeè what un- 
kindly treated, for being mentioned under 


the ee of Deiſts, and Oppoſers of 
Cbriſt ianity; if I could have found à ſofter 


Term that would have expreſſed the Idea Tin. 
tended as clearly, I ſhould willingly have uſed 


it : Lam ſenſible tharſome of them pretend to 
be Friends and Ad vocates for Chriſtianity, and 


whoever dips no farther into their Writings 


than the Ile Page may be ready to eſteem 
them ſuch; bur K 

ſhall find nothing more or leſs, than an artful 
labour'd Deſign to ſubvert and deſtroy the 


e hh: dende, we 


Chriſtian" Syſtem in every Part of it, which De- 
fign infimuates'it ſelf the more ſucceſsfully into 
the Minds of the unweary Readers, being in- 


troduced with a ſpecious Pretence of doing 
Service to it: that this is not Gratis Dictum, I 


ſhall give the Reader à general. Abſtract of | 


what is more particularly and apparently viſi- 


ble in one of their Maſter 
eſtcemed) ele re 
ee N 


Ix to pick c out the moſt Aificulr Parts ofthe 
Holy Seviphaver, in Order to expoſe them at 
once to the View and Contempt of the Rea- 
der; by repreſenting them as unintelligible, 


and W uſeleſs, If to repreſent ſome 
Facts 


ices, (at leaſt fo 
_ as 70 7 as A | 


. 
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Facts there mentioned with Approbation, a 


cContrary to our natutal Ideas of the Divine 


Being, and of Mans Duty to Him and one 
another; If to attempt to invalidate the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, which were al- 
ways underſtood to relate to the Coming of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Heſh: If to treat 
the Perſon of our Lord Himſelf, and His A- 


poſtles with Ignominy by reviving the ſcan- 


dalous Reproaches caſt on them by the old Op- 
poſers of Chriſtianity: If to mention the great 
Doctrines of Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, 
in ſuch looſe ungarded Terms as plainly im- 
ply that they do not firmly believe them: If 


2 the Reaſonableneſsof that propitiatory 


crifice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Re- 


1 Mon of Sius that are paſt for His Sake: If to 
.— Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of a Divine 


Aid, for the Living a virtuous, pious Life, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Chriſtian. Religion, 
which: the Holy Scriptures, eſpecially of the 
New Teſtament, abundantly: bear Teftimony 
to, and which in the following Treatiſe'ts 
proved to be a rational Principle: If to charge 
all the Abuſes committed by any Men, or Set 


ol Men profeſſing Chri/tianiry, ſince the firſt 


Introduction of it into the World, as the ge- 


nuine Effect and Conſequence of Chriftiantry 


it ſelf, and that in the moſt inviduous and ag- 
gra vating Terms: I fay, if to do all this, be 
not endeavouring to ſubvert and deſtroy Chri- 


Hionicy in every Fart of it, I know not what is. 
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LES, ( vi) 5 
Ir is not my Deſign to ſay any Thing here 
to theſe ſeveral Particulars, they are for the 
moſt undertaken by other Hands, to whom 1 
leave them, only as to the latter Part, to wit, 
The charging the Errors and Miſtakes both in 
Judgment and Practice of the Profeſſors if Chri. 
Kianity, on the Chriſtian Religion, is an un- 
juſt and unreaſonable Charge; let thoſe whe 
are guilty of thoſe Abuſes anſwer for them: 
Chriſtianity in its original 3 is not at all af. 
fected hy it, but as theſe Abuſes were brought 
gradually into the Church, by departing from 
that Divine Principle of Grace and Trath which 
is come by Jeſus Chriſt, the Spirit of Truth 
promiſed, and given by Him, which leads 
into and preſerves in all Truth, and follow- 
ing our own Imaginations, and the corrupt 
Reaſonings of Fleſh and Blood; ſo the moſt 
effectual Way for reforming all Abuſes, is for 
. Chriſtians to return to it, that Religion may 
once more ſtand upon its wh . and only 
ſubſtantial Foundation, which is the princi 
Deſign of the enſuing Treatiſe. 
TINT? bet, in IIS 1 05 a 
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TER CONTENTS, 
neee 
Cake. the Occaſion and Deſign 1 | 


this Treatiſe bag · 1. 


CH AP. II: 


Containing ſome Principles or Poſtulata, ohich 
are 1 Foundation of the Argument on Proof 
of the Chriſtian Religion. pag. 8. 


CHAP. III. 


c gebe water; built on the ferigobng 
Principles. pag. 15. 


CH AP.: IV. 


The Influence which the Doftrine in the foregoing 
Chapter may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have on 
our Minds, in 2 religious Conduct: with 
en on ſome Paſt es in the Book inti- 
tuled, Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, 


Cc. pag. 24. | | 
#45 CHAP: v. | 


Containing ſome ether Obſervations on the 
laſt mentioned W R.1TER; pag. 35- 


eier 
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CH AP. I. | 5 


Containing the Occaſion and De ſign 
5: op Frame. 


* 4 


N DE R the like Religious Concern of 
tl Mind, by which I was led to publiſh: a 
former I reatiſe in Defence of the Chriſtian 
Religion, I am again engag'd in Spirit to publiſh 
ſome farther Conſiderations on that Subjecee. 
Ix that tormer Treatiſt Iendeavoured to explain 


* 
4 


and recommend the principal Evidence of the Cbri-· 
ſtian Religian, ariſing from the Nature, End and 
Deſign of it; which, Lapprehend, has been variouſſy 


received, according to the different Sentiments and 
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Ox the other Hand, I have Reaſon to believe FI 
are fome, and thoſe who ate principally concern'd 
in the main Pefign-of that ſmall &fay, who think 
it· does not anſwer the End chiefly propos'd by it, 
which was to recommend and explain the principal 
Evidence ol Chriſtanity, vo thoſe who were either 
- doubtful concerning it, or in actual Unbelief, of 
which we have too many Inſtances in this corrupt 
Age: Theſe Tunderſtand have objected (or at Jeaſt 
ſome, who are acquainted with their Way of think- 
ing, have objected for them) that the ae Quo- 
. tations from the Scriptures in that Treatiſe, have ſo 

prejudic*d the Minds of this Rind of Readers, I 
mean the Oppoſers of Chriſtianity, againſt i Yau 
ant would not be prevailed on to give it a 

ing ; and that to make Uſe of the Striptures, by 
Way of Proofof Chriſtianity, 1 is, as to them, beggi begging 
the Queſtion, taking the I hing for granted whi 

is to be proved, proving a Propoſition by it felt ; 
which-muſt he conſeſſed to he a beggerly Way of 


Reaſoning, and no wiſe applicable to the Method in | 
that Treatiſe. WINS D 


28 05 is much to be lamented, that there are aSet 
ot le in a Nation pro Chriſtiamry, ſo 
dee ene gain 8 0 to 
make Quotations from thence in any Manner to 
ſerve the cauſe of Religion, is eſteemed by them ſuf- 
ficient' to beget a Diſſike or Contempt of that Per- 
formance : However, this is really the Caſe with 
ſome; and therefore it may not be amiſs to lay be- 
fore the Reader's View, for what Reaſon I <> 
my ſelf oblig d to make Uſe of ſo many 
ons out of the Heer eſpecially of the” 
Kan. nta 2113 mM Fits 
Ir evident ee lib onde the Fj 
| of that Diſeoùfſe, that the Uſe therein e 
Scriptures was to give 2 plain Account of the C 
— from the . the firſt Fab. 
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liſhers of it, which is (fo far as concerns the written 
Account of it) going to the Fountain Head, before 
it became mixt and blended with the Inventions 15 
Additions of Men, which make up a great Part of 
that which now goes under the Name of Chriſtianity. 
Tas, Ihen efteetned, and ſtill think, a regular 
Method, and abſolutely neceflary. to make Wa. 
for that which T intended, 7 it, a. Proof of *L 
Truth of it. For whoever undertakes to treat of 
any Science or Inſtitution, ought firſt to define 
what that Science is, of which he is about to treat, 
that is in the Preſent Caſe, to declare what is meant 
by the Wards Chriſtian Religion, and then, by com- 
paring the ſtated Properties of it with ſomthing of 
the Truth and Certainty, of which we are well ſa- 
tisfied,, the Truth and Certainty of the Thing 
effectually proy*'d and eſtabliſhed, This is a well 
known Method among Mathematicians ; that is, by 
clearly defining the Terms of a Queſtion or Propo- 
ſition, and ſetling ſome Properties of it, tho“ at 
preſent the Truth of thoſe Properties be not cer- 
tain, but is the Thing to be prov'd, yet by com- 
paring them with other Propoſitions, or Maxims, 
already known to be true, the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition in Queſtion becomes eſtabliſned. 
As this is 4 fubſtantial Method of Reaſoning, fo 
to do otherwiſe, that is, to pretend to prove the 
Truth of ſomthing without defining what is meant 


by that Thing, is ver repo eraus and uncertain 
for'if the Thing in Dcbat be not clearly under 
ſtood, all Debates about it muſt be liable to kf 

ſame Unceftainty: Which is the true Reaſon that 
ſo many Books are writ, and Arge uſed, to no 
Purpoſe, both on the Subject of Religion and other- 
wife, becauſe Men do not clearly know what the7 


write or argue about, which muſt tend only to a- 


muſe, not to inform one another, and is the ready 


Way to Scepriſm. © 
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Too apply this to the Preſent Occaſion : The Chri. 
ſtian Religion in its preſent State,(tho' a Thing very 
eaſy and intelligible in it ſelf) yet is not rightly un- 
derſtood by too many of thoſe who are in the Pro- 
feſſion of it; but the Generality take it implicitly, 
as delivered down to them by their Fore-fathers, 
or taught by their ſeveral Leaders, which hath 
produc'd great Variety, and in ſome Points, Con- 
tradictions in Sentiments, which cannot be all true: 
This led me to give the plaineſt Account of it I was 
capable, out of the Holy Scriptures, which I re- 
duced to the Form of a Definition,p.9. and explain'd 
more particularly in the remaining Part of that, 
and the Following Chapters. But the Uſe therein 
made of the Scriptures, was not by Way of Autho- 
rity to Unbelievers, for I was very ſenſible that 
they are not ſo with them (tho? to all good Chriſti- 
ans, who know the true Benefit of their Profeſſion, 
they are ſo, being known to make wiſe unto Salvation 
through Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt:) But the ul: a 
tures were made Uſe of in Order rightly to ſtate the 
Thing in Debate, and, for Proof of the Truth of it, 
every Man was referred to his own Experience, to 
ſomthing which paſſes in his own Mind, of the 
Truthof which he cannot doubt, which, if ſincerely 
conſulted and regarded, would confirm to him the 
Truth of that Account, of the Chriſtian Religion de- 

Trend an the STAT. 220.4 
Ass this is the true Reaſon, why an Attempt of 
#his Nature muſt be differently receiv'd and enter- 
tain'd. Thoſe who have known the End of their 
Faith, and Hope in ſome good Degree anſwered, 
by witneſſing tbe Work of Salvation, thro Sanftiþi; 
cation of the Spirit and Belief of the Truth, re- 
Joyce in every Thing that tends to eſtabliſh the ge: 
neral Truths of Chriſtianity, the good Fruits and Ef- 
fects of which they are actual Partakers of, Whereas 
oſ the contrary, thoſe who are Strangers to 115 
1 eee 


8 4 


12 
either through Wilfulneſsoppoſing,or through N 
ligence diſregarding, or falſe corre Reaſons 
filencing, the ſecret Calls and Viſitations of God, 
by which (if they, duly attended to them) they 
would become Partakers of the ſame Thing, can- 
not, as they 2 (generally becauſe they are 
reſolv'd againſt it, and will not) ſee the Strength 
or Pertinency of an Argument in Favour of the 
Chriſtian Religion, drawn from the Topick of Ex- 
perience, Becauſe ſay they, whatever it may be to 
others, *tis nothing to us who are ignorant of it. 
_ Howeyes, as all are nat gone the ſame Lengths 
in their Oppoſition to Chriſtianity, ſome being leſs, 
others more open to Conviction ; ſome reſolving to 
re it, becauſe it is contrary to their belov- 
ed Luſts and Paſſions, which they are determin'd 
to gratify at all Hazards z others through Affecta- 
tion of Singularity, or an Opinion of their own ſu- 
perior Senſe and Underſtanding, compared with 
that of the firſt Publiſhers of our Holy Religion, in 
which they pretend to ſee many Defects, tho* they 
were neveryetagreed whattoſubſtitute in theRoom 
of it: Both of theſe are very much ſhut to Convic- 
tion, the one, through Wilfulneſs, having given 
themſelves up to follow their vitious Inclinations ; 
the other, through Pride and Conceitedneſs, having 
entertain'd ſogreatan Opinion of the Beautifulneſs of 
their own Conceptions,(as People are naturally very 
fond of the Prochation of their own Brain) that it 
is very difficult for them to think of parting with 
them. But there are a third Sort more honeſt and fin- 
cere than the former, who do not ſo much oppoſe, 
as doubt or queſtion, the Truth of our Holy Religion; 
there are ſome Difficulties, they ſay, which the 
would be glad to have remov'd, ſome Doubts which 
they want to have anſwered ; They cannot, they ſay, 
ſatisfy themſelves, or render a Reaſon 10 others, 
ſome Parts of the Chriſtian Syſtem, (Which generally, 
_ when 


0 6 ) 
: whemfaſucd to the Bottom, are no real Parts of it) 
for the Sake of thoſe; I am willing to publiſh ſome 
farther Conſiderations upon that Subject, becauſe 
I eſteem them Objects ot every good Chriſtian's 
kind Regard.” And as they are for a Religion 
which is rational, and for which they may he able 
to Render a Reaſon when required; which is indeed 
a Thing moſt deſirable in an Affair of fo great 
Conſequence: I ſhall endeavour to prove the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, rightly underſtood, to be ſuch, and 
to render a Rraſon for it, ariſing from the Nature 
of che Thing, and the Relation there is between 
God, as an All- wiſe, Powerful Creator, and Preſer- 
ver, and Man, as a reaſonable Creature. 
Bur before I enter upon it, I would make one 
general Obſervarion, which is, that though there 
s à manifeſt Ditference between thoſe who oppoſe, 
or doubt of, the Truth of Chriſtianity, as hath been 
already obſerv d; ſome being openty and profeſ- 
ſedly vitious, others pretending to be Patrons and 
Practiſers of Virtue; yet in Truth they agree in 
this, that they are all of them, as ſuch, real Promoters 
of Vice and it is hard to ſay which more ſo: There 
are ſome Reaſons to believe (which may ſeem a Pa- 
radox) that the more virtuous a Perſon is, or 0 
rs to be, under that Circumſtance, the greater 
he is to Virtue; for this Reaſon, - becauſe 


| the: better Man an Unbelizver is, the more he 
ſt 


thens and encourages others in Unbelief; that 
is, the more he contributes to deſtroy thoſe Re- 
ſtraints from Vice, and Obligations to Vrtur, which 
are peculiar to the Chriftian Religion, and are in 
their Nature the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful that 
can be, I mean, the firm Belief of T-mprtality, and 
of a future Fud-ment, und of Eternal Rewards and 
Puniſhments conſequent thereupon, which are kin 
. Qrines brought to Light, or reveaPd by the Gof- 

bel, ren to it and thoſe W 

ie 


(79) 
Belief, and abide in the Senſe, and under the Influ- 


ence of it, muſt a& virtuouſly-m all their Conduct, 
under the ftrongeſt Inducements of every Kind, 


not only becauſe a virtuous, religions, s Life, 
is reaſonable in itſelf, and Wo ux s page Lit | 
and Happineſs in this. Life, to the Health of our 
Bodies and Tranquility of our Minds, (as it cer- 
tainly does) but aſſo, and more eſpecially, becauſe 
they know themſelves to be accountable Creatures, 
and believe they muſt give an Aceount to God for 
their Actions, * that according to the Deeds done 
in this Body, they ſhall at laſt be Judged, and ret 
war ded or puniſhed ever laſtingly. 

WakREAs the Unbelievers, thoſe who are virtu- 
ous of them, act chiefly upon Motives which relate 
to this Lite, the Conveniencies of the Thing, and 
the Good which it produces, in preſerving the 
Health of our Bodies, and the Peace and Content 
of our Minds, and the Service it does tor maintains 
ing Societies in Order, Cc. (all which are included: 
in, and more effectually ſecured upon the Chriſtian: 


Syſtem :) But as to a future Judgment, and e 
Rewards and--Puniſhments after Death, are 


ther wholly ſilent about them, or ſpeak of them 
in ambiguous Terms, or even deny, them; 

at Jeaſt as to their Eternal Duration : It being one 
of the prineĩpal Deſigns of ſome of them, 'to free 
Mankind from thoſe /avi/a Fears, auc; that Anxiety, 


which the Chriſtian Karen, as they a . 


them under. 
Ap thoꝰ it muſt de acknowledge d, that So 
many who profeſs to believe che Wee of B= 


mortality and a fitture Judgment, do live and'a& 
if they were not in earneſt; yet it cannot be 8 5 


= hat"rheſe Doctrines in Their Nature and To. 
ey. if duly . No any Ti eateſt Reſtraing 
Frans: can eJuppote in an 5. A. 
OR Thing evil ant therefore their * 
100 *, eo ny *. 
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acting vitiouſly,” is both contrary to their own Prin- 
ciples, as well as a ſtrong Argument of the great 
Depravity of Human Nature, and conſequently, that 
it hath need of fuch a Divine Inward Aid, as the 
Chriſtian Religion propoſes to be always preſent 
with them, 1 175 the ſtrongeſt Motives and In- 
ducements (and ſuch are thoſe of a future Fudement 
and Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments) when conſi- 
dered at a Diftance, do not prevail upon ſome to live 
virtuouſly, &c. But the Unbeliever, whether he acts 

e virtuous Part, or the contrary, muſt be allowed 
not to be under the ſame powerful Reſtraints from 
Vice, or Obligations to Virtue, ſeeing as hath been 
obſerved, he is not in the firm Belief of Immortality, 
and Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments. And as for 
a Divine Aſiſtance to do the Will of God, he is ſo 
far from believing or expecting any ſuch Thing, 
that he even denies and diſclaims it: In both which 
 Reſpedts, the Cbriſtian 3 is greatly prefera- 
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ble, the Truth of which 1 ſhall now endeavout 
© Steer 
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Containing ſome Principles or Poſtulata, which 
aue the Foundation of the Argument in Proof 
ef the Chriſtian Religion. + Hef 
Al firſt, by the Chriſtian Religion I would be 
X underſtood to mean, not the Religion of 
Papiſts, (which is the fartheſt diſtant from it of any 
Thing that bears the Name) nor the Religion of 
Proteſtants, or of any particular Church ee 
them diſtinct 9 [ believe there 
are good Chriſtians, of all Societies, as well as that 
all Societies have their Defects and Weakneſſes, 
which they are too forward, imprudently, not 9 
xr * , VN Y 


digrels tob fat) by the Chriftiah Religion, 


— 714 les and firſt Minitzers of the 
celvy*d it 


„ . By Grace ate 2 
N — br K _ of Gu 


a dy 


[a 8 to expoſe to the common Enecties 
of the Chriſtian Name, Who are well pleas'd, whilſt 
hes ate endeavouring to ſubvert Chriſtianity in ge- 
neral, to find, that the ſeveral Profeſſors of it are 


helping themin that Wok by biting and devouring 
one Faföthet 3 thou h it is Matter of Satisfaction 


that this Temper is at preſent ſomewhat abated, 


and 4 Spirit 6 Charity: does. more and more ( tis 
to be hoped) prevail among Chr iſtians of the ſeve- 
ral Denominatiohs, than formerly. Bui | {age fo 
me 
the Religion of tlie Prifhitive Church, that which 
3 or Preach'd and ybliſh'd to the World by 
Mel, who re- 
from Chriſt | Fr J: This 1 attempted to 
ve ſore Attovnt of wy Gy former  T featiſe 2 9. 
Way of Definition, which that may be clear! 
utiderftood, arid becauſe this may fall 1110 Tom 
Hahds which Have Hot fceh that former Teaſe, 
ſhall Here ttanſcribe.“ ChHftianity i is a divine In- 
te ſtituxion, by which God declareshitnſelf reconcif= 
c ed to Mankind, for the Sake, and on the AGO 
« of fis beloved Son the Lotd Jeſus Chriſt,. 
« Rat ht did, dtid ſuffered for them, on. 
ee tio of Reperitarite, Amendtnent of fa 
% Perſeverance in 4 State of Holineſs ; for Mo 
« End, he atfo offets them the Help of his Grac 
4 and good Spirit, which is fu K et that 05 
« All Ihen taken together may be called Sip 1175 
„ tion, tho' in a proper Senſe, Salvation 
«ri the lat, viz. in that Help which N 
«« ceive from the Grace and gbd $ S e 
actording to the Words of the Apoſtle, Roni. 


„ 10. J toben coe toere Enemies, we were r e 
« e God, by the Death of bis Len, much more be- 


<« ip ohe, we? ſhall be 7 2 hs 5 4 
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ce is to his Mercy he ſaved. us, by the Waſh- . 
<« ing of ' Regeneration, and renewing of the 4 5 
I 75 ſt, 1 


Tunis is what I mean 81 where by che Chritian 
Ribes, when 1 make Uſe. of that Term; the 
Truth of which I ſhall endeavour to prove by Ar- 
guments drawn from the Nature of the Thing, and 

the Relation there is between God as an All-wiſe, 
Powerful, Beneficent Creator and Preſerver, and 
Man as a reaſonable Creature. In Order thereto it 
may be obſery*d, that the Chriſtian Religion, accord- 
| Ford to this Account of i it, is a prattical Science, 
teaching Mankind ſomthing to be done, and the 
Means of doing it (as for the Credenda, or Things 
to be believ d, I have ſpoken to them in my for- 
| mer Treatiſe, in the 2d ng 30 d Cha ters, to which 
my Readers are referred.) T at Which the Chriſtian 
Religion teaches to be done, is allowed by its. Ad- 
verlaries, to be in it ſelf good and agreeable to our 
reaſonable Nature, and conſonant with the Senſe of 
| the beſt Moraliſt, only the Chriſtian extends the 
Matter of Duty farther: carries it to a greater Per- 
fection than any other Syjſtem of Religion or Morality 
ever did: Inaſmuch, as it not only reaches to our 
Actions in particular Caſes, but ro the Habits and 
Diſpoſition of our Minds; ſo that a Chriſtian really 
ſuch, is inwardly and habituall y changed, the In- 
clination and Reliſh of Evil BY taken away, he 
has no Deſire after it, but an Averſion to it at all 
Times, and in every Caſe ; the Root from whence 
it ſprings being deſtroy'd, and the Love. and Re- 
uch of good being implanted in the Room thereof. | 

Bauch an one becomes gradually habituated to it, and 

1 17 forth | het Fruits agreeable, with as great 

E | Pleaſure, and much greater, than befqre he brou 

| | 9 5 evil Fruits, the general Bent of his Mind 

now turn'd that Way; and this in Scripture is 
a led, a of the Old Man TY his Deen and 
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putting on the New Man, being made Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, renewed into the Image of Him © 


that created bim; and is the peculiar Deſign of the 


Chriſtian Religion, being the great End of Chriſt's. 


Coming in the Fleſh, eſſential to it, and inſepara- 
ble from it, and is in fine the Work of God. | 
No then, if it can be prov'd that God really 
does work this Work, that is, doth operate on the 
Minds of Men, for the changing of them 'inwardly 
and habitually from Evil to Good; the Chriſtian 
Religion is eſtabliſhed as to that main and eſſential 
Part, viz. the Influence which it has on the Minds 
of Men, for their Improvement and Reformation: 
And this I hope to do by an Argument which ap- 

rs to me reaſonable, and ſuch as the Nature of 
the Thing to be proved is capable of, {for *tis in 
vain to expect Mathematical Demonſtrations on Re- 
ligious or Moral Subjects; for if they were capable 
of ſuch, we ſhould then have no more Controverſies 
about the one, than we have about the other.) 
In Order to it, I ſuppoſe in the firſt Place that 


their is a God, a Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs, who made and created all Things 
of His own good Pleaſure, by the Word of His 
Power, and by the Same, ſuſtains and preſerves them 
when made and created ; that as the creating of the 
World was the Effect of His goodneſs, ſo He is 
continually communicating to his Creatures of the 
fame Goodneſs, by taking Care of them, by pro- 
viding for them, ſupplying their Wants, ſtrength- 
ning their Weakneſſes, preſerving the ſeveral Parts 
of His Creation not only in their Exiſtence, but 
in that Order and Harmony, and that conſtant Re- 
lation one to another, in which they have exiſted 
from the Beginning to this Time, as a well ordered 


beautiful Peice of Workmanſhip ; which Care of 


the Divine Being is what is generally call'd by the 
Name of Providence . - © 4 | 


S 4 
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other the Sentiments of their Minds, z which Facul 


has great Defects and Failings 
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ea 11 that Mankiad, the 
nt Part of God's Creation in this — 
orld, as being endued with the F ue Rea - 
ſon and Nr as well as having the Vie ol 
Speech, by which, they can communicate to each 


ties, all other Creatures we are con wih, 
are deſtitute of: I ſay, this Creature, nowith-· 
the Excellency of his W i 4 egy 


that moſt noble Fart ob him, m. bi M el 
ties of which, o wit, the Underfhanding. Mill and 
2 being evidently much deprayved, and 
pravity, having ſpread it ſalf, in general, 
ore or leſs. throughout the whole E +. by 
means of which, many of thoſe whom God has mage 
reaſonable. Creatures, act below the — 5 — bras 
Auimals; others not in ſo great a Degree of: 
vity, yet all, more or leſs.at Times, * 
to the Rules of right Reaſon, * 25 | 
deritanding, with which as. 

Ido not meddle here. with 2 _— 
this Depravity, came. firſk into, — Wonld, but as it 
nt there is ſuch a Thing, ſp Lſuppaſe it true, 

k take it for, a Naſtulatum in Order to make Way 
enen Lſhall — ty it. Only; thus 
ir L ſeeno Danger in aſſerting, it being reaſonable 
ppoſe if, oben adams Man (and the 
is ah to any other intelligent Being) 
e. mage him gaad, upright, ſincena, without any 
xrure of. Zul, Falſboad or Drcgit. I cannot un: 
tand, that a Greature, as coming out of the 
Hands. of Being perfectly Pure and: Good; can be 
other wiſe than ſuch. ; but yet, though t — * 
ble to ſuppoſe he made them good, it is as rraſon: 
able el he did not, make them abſolutely 
and unalterably ſo, (fer, there is none gpod: in. that 
2 * one, that is God) . 
ä £ CPE Senſe, 


Duſt which Men of perverſe Minds 


nar „ firſt introduced among Mankind, 
which ö 
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were finite and limited, other wiſe, Man 
in his created State had been, not only in the I. 
mage, or Likeneſs of God, but equal = Him. 
AGAIN, as their Goodneſs, Power and Wiſdom, 
is finite and limited, ſo as ſuch, tis alterable and 
fallible, and conſequently, liable to fall from that 


by it, but by the ſame Inſinite Power hy which 1 it 
was at firſt made ſuch. For that Being, whoſe 
Power and Wiſdom is finite and — ia poſſible 


to be overcome or deceived, by another more po. 


ertul and ſubtle, ; which et may be alſo frnite and 
—— or by not conſtantly attending, or ad- 

r 
in which alone its Preſervation canſifts. For I can- 
not underſtand, how a Being, whoſe Power, r. is 
limited-and finite, and: conſequently, vincible and 
fallible, can certainly be preſerved from 
but hy a Power that is Iaſinite; nor how: hen 


len, can be reſtored again certainly, and preſerved 


from a Relapſe, but by the ſame Power. 
ALL which taken together, is a rational Account 
of the Fall of Man, and the original of Eil as to 


him, as well as of the —— and Prevalence 


of it, and points directly to the — Means of his 
Reſtoration, (of which — by ); and! is in 


Subſtance, perfectly agreeable with © Accoun 


given of it in Holy Scripture; in. which,, th 
there may be ſome Things in the Manner of: — 
ſion hard to be underſtood, yet the Thing, as 


delivered, is eaſily to be accounted for in the Rea- 


ſon and Subſtance of it, when ſeparated from the 
„Enemies to the 
Chriſtian Faith, have rais'd about 1 it. 

Bur, not to dwell too long on the Manner bow 


Suſe, a9 woll as that he did not make hem Om- 
nipotent, and Omniſcient. But the Power and 


State, and can no otherwiſe be certainly preſerved 


that Peter which is Infinite and Unlimited, 


dS 
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which has been Matter of much unprofitable Diſ- 
pute, among thoſe who are imprudently-curious in 
Affairs of this Nature: It is ſufficient for our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, that it appears in Fact, there is ſuch 
2 Thing, and that it is ſpread univerſally among 
Mankind, who all have been, in a greater or leſſer 
Degree, tinctured with and under the Power of it. 
Andi it is as evident, that whilſt Men remain in that 
State of Depravity, though they become Objects of 
the Mercy of God upon apy ene yet are till 
then, unreconciled to Him: This is bot 
to the Reaſon of Things, (for what Agreement can 
there be betweentwo T hings perfectly oppoſite and 
contrary.to each other; as are the Pure and Holy 
God," and Man in a State of Pollution and Defile- 
ment ?) and is not denied or diſputed by thoſe who 
think and write ſoberly on the other Side of the Queſ- 
tion, who generally agree in recommending a viriu- 
oxs Life, à Life according to the Dictates of Right 
Reaſen, (which ſome of the Heatben Moraliſts call, 
living agreeable to Nature) as the only Way to Hap- 
Hh or in other Words, to the Favour of God. 
Wuxxx then lies the Point in Diſpute, between 
the Chriſtian and the Oppoſer of Cbriſtianity? 
Anſwer, In this principally, viz. By bat Means, 
Man, in a State of Depravity, and as ſuch,” out of the 
Favour of God, may. be delivered out. of that State, 
and brought into @ Courſe of Virtue and Piety, and 
in Conſequence of it, reconciled again to God. The 
diſcuſſing of which ſhall be the Subject of the next 
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Takei it then * bend, chat thick iba Goa 
who created all Things, and Mankind in parti- 


— good. whoſe Care and Providence is over 
all His Creation, Mankind as well as the other 


Parts: of it: That Mankind have declined from 
that State ol Purity and Uprightneſs in whichrthey: | 
were created, in which State they are unreconciled to 
God, and that they cannot become reconciled: 
God again, without returning to that Purity 1 
Uprightneſs,in which they wereat firſt. Seater (or 
being ſincerely entered into the Way to. 
it) for that which hath let or hindered their Recon- 
ciliation to God, will continue to let (the ſame Cauſe 
will ever produce the ſame Effect) till ite remov d 
orcaken 6 put,of che Way. The main Queſtion then 
is, how is this ta be effected ? By what may 
an evil - vitious. | Man; become pious and virtuous, 
and conſequently. acceptable to God? 'Bj  maki) 
the beſt Uſe he can, of the Powers and Faculties 
God has given bim as Man, ſay the Dae, wobich 
are compleally ſufficient for that End, by acting accord- 
ing to the Dictates of right Reaſon * n 
ſometimes call the Law of Nature, and the Reli 


a from it. 1 Revgith of Nature, or 2 

r 

8 other Hand, the Chriffian 9785 d I 

ho to make it evident; that the making the beſt 

Uſe weican, of the Powers and Fartleias we. have 

as Men, is not a ſufficient Means to enable us to 
ee and virtuous; and that "Reaſon, as 
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Mankind are-endued wick it, or any ache Pow 
or Faculty meerly humane, is not a 
dation to build nals in any y right Senſe u 
but that to aſſert the Sufficiency of it for I | 
zs inconſiſtent with all Religion, and that Rehgion, 
in the Nature of the Thing, neceſſarily ſap 
and implies a Divine Aid and Aﬀitance, ſting 
from, or ſuper-added to thoſe Powers and Facul- 
ties, wich we as Men are endued wit. 
I have before ſuppos d, that as Man is an halli 
| gow Big, {© he is a created Bling; in Reſpect of 
che firſt, he is capable in many Caſes to judge right 
Iy between Truth and Falſhood, hot only ag to the 
commbn Affairs and Occutrences of Life, but the 
and Reaſotableneſs of Moral and Reli- 
Duties, the Maxims on which ſuch an Obli- 
is founded, being in many Caſes clear and 
evident: :-But in Reſpect of the Taft, as he ig a cre- 
ated Being, his Underſtandi and other Faculties 
finite and limited, he can judge riglitly 
of: and Religious Duties in ſome Caſes; and 
2& aocordingly, yet he cannot certainly, and im all 
Cuaſes, bi preferved both from Error dt 
on the one Hand, and Errors in Practice on the 
other, without Aſſiſtance from Him Who is all- 
wiſe, and all- powerful; for if he could, his Under- 
and Power would not on that Suppofition 
be finite, but infinite. 
— ws that God who created Man. 
i abfolu perfect! without 
of Evil or of e t as he 5 0 
*tis. reaſonable to believe that He requires, that 
His Creature Man, in Order to his Acceptance 
with Him, ſhould be holy, ſimply” without' an 
or Mixture of the contrary; 
 Degrevof Bu being as ſuch contrary to E 
vine Nature. Agreeadle to which, the Commün 


ol > 297 relating to that 
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Being, and. chat Relation therelis between Hi 
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which He requires of Men as His Creatures, are 
expreſs d in ſuch Terms as neceſſarily imply Holi- 
neſs or Purity, in this extenſive Senſe, as Levit. xx 
7. and xi. 44. Te ſpall be holy, or, be ye boly, for T 
the Lord your God: am hoty.. Mat. v. 48. De un 
perfett, as your Fatber which is in Heaven is perfett. 

1 Pet. i. 45, 16. As He that has callad you is holy, Jo 
— eee manner of 1 
I 10 v. 22, 23. r —_— 


SE dee Ala. unto 22 — 
Lord Fol. T might add many more Citations out 
ot / the Soripttes of both Teſtaments, (it being ma· 
nifeftly tlie general Tendency of the Sacred Wri- 
tings) but theſe I haxe choſen not fo much hy way * 
of Authority to the Adveriavies of ” Chriftianigy; 
to hom am ſenſible they are not ſo, but) becquſe 
they emp reſs-what T.intend, in the cleareſt arid ul 
leſt Terms, (ſuller chan any other Words I amat 
preſent capable to expreſs them in) and ooncrin 
this rational Propoſition, wiz. That Gad, he d 
perfectly Good and #{oly, requires that | 
intelligent Creature Maas, ſhauld:. be . unto 


Dofiloment without Diſtinction; Which is agracable 
to the pure Nature and Perfection of the? 


a moſt wiſe and ul Creator: ace Fo 
intelligent ratioflal· Creature r And 20admibotahy 
Diſtinction, in favour. or allowance of e 
or keind- ef Eil, 4s not only inconſiſtent witch t 
Relation, 2) ns Door, by whith Sin and 
—_ gree and K ind: may, daddies 
nds —— in the World. 
mmon Obferxꝶt af ahi ts 
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der the Diſtinctiot of invincible Infirmities, the 
Frailties of humane Nature, the Shortneſs of our 
Underſtandings and other Faculties, joined with 
the many ſtrong Temptations and Provocations 
with which they are ſurrounded: All which they 

retend, render it abſolutely impoſſible for any 

an to be preſerved in a ſteady Courſe of Virtue 
and Piety. Which would be a reaſonable Plea on 
this Suppoſition, that Mankind in theſe Things are 

left to themſelves; but ſuppoſing that a Divine Aid 
is always at hand to help their lofirmitics, to en- 
lighten their Underſtandings, to give Vigour to all 
the Powers and Faculties of the Mind and Body; 
by this means, it becomes not only poſſible to 4 
chew Evil in every Appearance of it, and do Good 
in every Inftance of it, as the ſame is preſented to 


us, and becomes our Duty, but thoſe who are 


long accuſtomed to the Purſuit of Virtue this Way, 
their Hearts (in the P/almiſt's Phraſe) being enlarged, 


the Faculties of their Minds being improv'd, and 


cenewed, run the Ways f Gad . with 
Delight ; a certain Cheerfulneſs and Alacrity is 

giventhem, by which the ways of Virtus and Vi. 
þ become Ways of Plage. and all ber Paths, 


Paths of Peace. That Men are in fact made Par- 


takers of ſuch a ERS, Lam next 
WM 


ri ie bart edited, that 1 Rane 
1 ppos d, that God is not only the Creator of 

Ae, but that His Care and Providence is con- 
tinuall over him, as well as over his Creation in 


If this be allowed, it follows, that as 
Au i the Othectof His Maker's Care, the whole 


Man is ſo, that is, both Bod and Mind: For it is 


y reaſonable, at leaſt (the? I think much more 
) to ſuppoſe, chat His Care is over the latter, as 
* that being what denominates or conſti- 
- Tikes: the, Man, or rational Being; and — 
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the moſt noble and valuable Fart, as well as that in 
its Nature and Conſtitution it is Immortal, in both 
which Reſpects i it is moſt paws, of the Care of its 
" Tits being ſi ophghd, h E wh 
TIIS uy the next mry is, ere- 
in this Care of the Divine Being 1 Mind of 
Man conſiſts? It is moſt reaſonable to believe, that 
His Care and Providence is over the ſeveral Parts 
of His Creation, agreeable to their particular Na- 
tures, and their Subſerviency to the Good of the 
whole; this might be eaſily illuſtrated by an In- 
duction of particulars: But not to digreſs, His 
Care over Mankind, the rational intelligent Part of 
His Creation, is to preſerve them in the due Er 
ciſe of their Reaſon, which comprehiends all 9 | 
culties of their Minds. In the due Uſe of which, 
for the Ends —— which 9 a us, con- 
ſiſts our own Happineſs, our — 
the Happineſs of one another. 

Tur ſuch a Care over the Mindsof Men i is giv- 
en them, appears from hence, becauſe it is wanted 
ſo far, that without it Ian cannot certainly be pre- 

ſerved in a ſteady Courſe of Virtue and Piety ; = 
the Faculties of our Minds being finite and limited, 
and conſequently as ſuch, fallible, and liable to 
be diverted from the ſteady Courſe of Yirtue and 
Reftitude, in which alone Mankind is acceptable 
to God, for the ſupplying this Defe&, there 
mulk'of neceficy be fig or Super · in intendeney : 
of a whoſe Power and der is —— | 
ed, and may therefore-certainl 
ſo that whoever lives in the firm 5" this, = 
conſtant Reliance on it, will beſt be ſecured from 
Miſtakes both in Judgment and Practice, in things 
relating to our 8 vr and future Happineſs : _ 
1 tacos be a direct Proof of a Divine Aid, w 
cannot be evaded, but by aſſerting, OE. 
Cod does not require chat Men ſhould be holy, juſt, 
1 | 'D2 970 IF and 
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and. good imply, 3 with ſome De. 
fects and Failings, (which if admitted, we cannot aſ- 
ſign where ſueh an Abatement or Exception will ſtop) 
or elſe, that Mankind, as to his Wiſdom and Power 
is-infinice, and unlimited. The firft- 4s. contrary to 
the abſolute Purity and Holineſs, of the all-wiſe and 
powerful Creator. The ſecond is contrary to the 

finite limited Nature of Han as a Creature. And 
therefore we may reaſonably conclude, that as the 
3388 a: their ſeveral] ſabordina 4 are 
ent in ſome Sort one on an eh Super 
directing and ordering the Inferior, for 12 Us 
anii Purpoſes to which they were deſign by By 
Creator of the whole ; ſo the Creator 
1 preſides over all, eſpecially gy Jing the 
antelligent rational Part of His Creation, this Lift 
being moſt worthy of his Care and Provi Sid 
being neareſt in Similitude to Himſelt. | 
1 know it is objected by ſome, F bat the 11 
of al Thihgs, having formed the Univerſe, and placed 
thejeveral Parts of it, in that Order in which they 
noch, and at all Times baus fubfiſted, bas ordained © 
certain Laws of Amun and Metion, agreeable to their 
ſeveral Places, and Relations to the whole, and 
-another, in which Order they are io mave and af 
this Appointment : tid as by ibis, the Courſe, of things 
Avuitbonut us, is maintained, at we may obſerve, ſo our 
Actions, as Intelligent Beings, are directed by the Law 
of Reaſon, othtrwiſe: called the; Law of Nature, 
- which God bas implanted in all Men for that Eng. 
Lallow it, but-He has not by ſe doing left Mankind 
to himſelf, -23 He has not by appointing Laws of 
Motion, & c. jeft the World in general without 
- His coatinual Care and Providenoe over it, w without 
Which there is great reaſon to believe (notwi 
ing the ſtated Laws of Motion which are ſaid to be 
S in it) that the Whale would fall Rae into 


is n Chaos, * is as much 


. 


{(:21)) 
Ee that Mantind, without His d and 4 
ſtance, would fall into the utmoſt Confoliun, ay 
in fact a great Part of Maxkind have done. 

In ſhort, Providence (which implies the Gare-of 
God over the Minds of Men, (as well 2s their Bo. 
dies) for the Regulation and good Government of 
them, as well as over the other Part of His Crea- 
tion) being inſeparable from the Notion of God as 
Creator, whoever believes the one, mult neceſſa- 
rily believe the other: And to deny either, leads 
directly to Atbaiſin, or which is as bad, to Epicurean 
Dez, ſuppoſing the Deity an indolent unactive 
Being, who does not concern Himſelſ in the Affairs 
of the, World which is evidently inconſiſtent with 
all Religion, as I Maigen in my 2 od this 
Argument. For Religion teaching to 
worlhip God, that is, to pray to Him for His Aid 
and A//ift ance, in Order to our living agreeable t 
His Will and eur own: Happineſs; to what 
End ſhould; we do this, if He does not concern 
Himſelf in communicating ſuch 4/iftence?. Yea, if 
we ſhould ſu (which yet is very ahſurd to 
ſuppoſe) that His Care is over the External Part of 
the World, but that the Mind of Mas has a ſuffici- 
ent Guide in it ſelf, of it ſelf, both for knowing and 

actiſing all that is neceſſary for its preſent and 
n ture Happine is, I think, Religion then «thing 
of very — moment, — upon that 
on, we are capable of our ſe yes, rye 9 H 
Aiſtance, to attain all that . propoſes 3 and | 
if we are ever fo religious, or put up ever ſo 
Addreſſes to God, we have wn to ex 
Him, but what we are already in the P 


trom 
eſſton af, 
or have as much reaſon to hope for without His 


Help s which {trikes di at the very Fountla- 
ton ofa Religion, viz. Faith in God, and a firm 


Truſt and Confidence in we =? 1s of all 
5 * 
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very fitſt Principle or Ground - work of it, and is 
ſuppoſed or taken for granted, by all thoſe that 
enter ſeriouſly, ' and in earneſt, on a religious 
Courſe of Life , and without it, all Acts of Wor- 
ſhip are meer Mocke 5 trifling with the Divine 
Being, and of no real Benefit to our ſelves, and 
conſequently can de no Duty at all, ben leſs a 
reaſonable one to Mankind. 

I know it is objected by cen, That 4 as our N 
ers and Faculties as Men, are Finite: and imperſe?, 
fo there ts no more required of us than an Obedience 
ſuitable to ſuch Powers ; ſo that whoever does what be 
can, according to that Underſtanding and Ability with 
which as Man be is Aer * bis Davy, and ne 
f n of bim. 
: cs matter in as ele Light as I am ca- 
do not by aſſerting the Neceſſity and Uſe. 
mat — a Divine Aid, in matters of Religion, 
affirm, that whoever: is in the Belief of it, does 
from that Time commence a perfect Man, from 
all Errors both in] t and Practice, for as 
no Man becomes very wicked ſuddenly, but evil 
Diſpoſitions grow gradually ſtronger by Time, 
till at laſt they become rm*d Habits ; ſo thoſe 
'Habits' are not deſtroyed at once, but gradually 
weakned in Time, and the contrary good Diſ 
ſitions raiſed and improved gradually, till at laſt 
they become confirm'd Habits of Virtus and Piet). 
Andi in the Courle of the proceeding of this good 
Work, whilſt the — of evil Habits are not 
entirely broken and deſtroyed, it is reaſonable to 
fup le, - that the Effects of them may at Times 
, wherea conſtant careful Watch is not kept, 
2 = ome Practices, according to the old Courſe of 
Converſation, which being the Effects not of Wil- 
fulneſs, but Unwatchfulneſs, are no doubt pardo- 
vable; and God who is merciful, will heal the 
3 ol theſe, and love chem again freely. 


upon 
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upon their Repentance and Reformation, where 
there is a true Sincerity in the main, and an honeſt _ 

Application in Heart and Spirit to Him for far- 
ther Strength, to be preſerv'd for Time to come, 
by which means, as I ſaid, the Power of theſe evil 

| Habits will be gradually weakned, till at laſt 
become intirely broken and deſtroy'd : Which cer- 
tainly is poſſible, upon the Suppoſition of a Divine 
Aid; and I would add, on no other Bottom, and 
therefore in the whole Progreſs of this good Work, 
this Belief ought always to be before us; other- 
VVviſe, we ſhall be in danger not only of falling into 
Evil, but of indulging our ſelves in it, ſuppoſing 
| it impoſſible to be delivered from the Power of it ; 
whereas thoſe who are in the Belief of a Divine Aid 
always attending them, though they fail ſometimes, 
will not from thence be ſo diſcouraged as to 
give over the Purſuit, but taking the Blame to 
themſelves, for their Neglect and Unwatchfulneſs, 
continue to purſue their Courſe, attending with the 
greater Caretuineſs unto their Guide, believing that 
notwithſtanding their Weakneſs, wy have a ſuffi- 
cient Strength. on their Side, if they duly regard it, 
which may certainly be depended on for Preſerva- 
tion from Evil, and an Improvement and Perſeve- 
rance in the way of Viriue and Piety. So that on the 
one Hand, they have the greateſt Encouragement 
to enter into, and perſevere in the Way of Virtue 
and: Godlineſs, believing the compleat Attainment 
of that State poſſible by Divine Aſiſtancez and on 
the other Hand, if through Unwatchfulneſs they 
ſhouid ſometimes be overtaken with a Fault, the 
do not therefore deſpair, nor are they ſg diſcour- 
aged, as to think the Succeſs impoſſible, but ra- 


ther, (having applied wich great Humility to the 
Throne of Grace for Pardon and Forgiveneſs) they 


become the more quickned in their Diligence, not 
FM | | TD His 


C 


His Merey, or continue His Divine Mane, or 
even prolong their Lives in this World. 
Havi premis'd chus uch in Anfper to the 
Objection, fay, that thefph our Powers and Fa- 
culties as Men, are faite and imperſett, yet inaſ 
much as a Divine Affſttnce is preſent'with Men, 
Goll may juſtly, and does require of them Holinefs, 
in that extenſſve Senſ before mentioned, agreeable 
to His own Holy Pure Nature: and to iſay-other- 
viſe, cher Ke ratte of Evil in any Kind or De- 
| ct it, is to oper a Door for the moſt wicked 
— — to plead for, and encuſe 
chr Wick 2 Kednefs, And is as fra, as to go about 
reeoneile Ligbi and Darkneſs, Good and Evil, or 
to eee Fee N PropoBitions 


gant Y 

8 c HA 17. ae 
. 
| Claren may reaſondblybe ſuppoſed to have on 


our Minds, in their religions Condutt :—with 
Obſervations ow ſome Paſſages in the Book inti- 
_ TRA Chrriſtianuy as old as the Creation, &. 


T is Time now to conſider che Influence which 
che Doctrine of a Divine Aid may reaſonably be 
thought to have on Mankind, reſpecting their ve- 
ligious Conduct which will bring us nearer to the 
prin Point, vizi Hotu far te Gade ede 

is confirm d and aL, EY | 

: AND frit;.' in general, ——ůä — 
ment to a a., religinur Courfadf Bir, is the 
Arm Belief and Perſwaſion, [that Gd, to whom 
we mult: be accuntable far ibe Deeds done in the. Ro- 
«dy, is always preſent with us, as Witneſs of our 
8 — TS... af- _ 
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and Preſerver ot the World: 
Belief takes Place, and an Obedience accordingly, 
what can there be wanting to render Mantind vir- 
tuous and piaus, and conſequently acceptable to. his 
Maker ? Muſt not ſuch as are thus inſſuenced, act 
vith great Awfulneſs and Sincerity in every Part of 

their Cdnduct, keep the ſtricteſt Watch over their 
Minds, that they may be rightly directed in the 
Way of their Duty? And when they are ſo direct- 
ed, what great Encouragement have they to ſet a- 


„ WE 
be conſtantly and ſtrongly impreſſed on the Mind, 
muſt produce great Awfulneſs and Care, not = 
in our Words and Actions, but our very Thoughts ; 


ſo that a Perſon who lives under the Influence of 


this Relief, can no more think or deſign Evil, or 
admit of any Thought unworthy of God, or that 
Relation there is between Him and Mankind, or to 


the Igjury or Prejudice of his Fellow- Creatures, 


chan he can ſpeak or act Things of that Tendency, 
well knowing that the inward Thoughts of, his 


Heart are altogether known co Him, as well as the 


_ loudeſt Words, and moſt publick Actions. 
Bur if to this Belief of the -Preſence of God with 
Men, be added Belief.of His Care and Providence 


. 
— — 
— 
i 
— 
* 
- 
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over them, that He not only ſees and obſerves their 


Thoughts, but directs them to ſuch Objects as are 
agreeable to His Will, and out of the contrary, 


and that he is continually affording them His He 
to embrace the one, and eſchew the other; all Dh 


has been already proved from the plain and ac- 
knowledged Principles of Providence, and the Ideas 


Men muſt have of the NN as the Creator 


ay, Where this 


practiſing accordingly, having the Help of 


_ - an-All-wwiſe and Almighty.Being preſent with them, 


to aſſiſt them in their ſo doing? The great Advan- 


tage of ſuch a Belief, and of a Conduct agrecable 

thereto may be farther illuſtrated by its contrary: 
C 
e Es ˖⸗7˙—˙¹˙¹ — 
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that the great Source, from whence ſ — that Flood 
ot Wickedneſs, and thoſe unacountable Practices, 
unworthy of rational Creatures, ſo common amon 
Mankind, is derived from their diſregarding, neg- 
lecting or caſting from them, the Thoughts of 
His Preſence with them; the Vulgar, too many of 
them, looking on the Divine Being as ſomthing at a 
great Diſtance, confined to the Heavens above, 
from whence by an eaſy Tranſition, *ris natural for 
them to Gus, that they can hide themſelves 
from His Notice, the latter having in it nothing 
more abſurd then the former ; and where ever this 
is the Caſe, what hinders them from doing any 
Thing the moſt wicked and abominable, that their 

vile Luſts may prompt them to? © 
Ap tho? others, who have accuſtomed themſelves 
to a more refined Way of Think ing, (as they ſuppoſe) 
cannot deny His Omnipreſence ; and ſome of them 
are pleaſed to acknowledge in general Terms, that 
He concerns Himſelf in humane Affairs, yet when 
their Scheme is ſifted to the Bottom, it will appear 
to be only Words without Meaning; for at the 
ſame Time they tell us, that the Uſe of thoſe Fa- 
culties, by which Men are diſtinguiſhed from Brutes, 
is the only Means they have to diſcern whether 
there is a God, and whether He concerns Himſelf 
with humane. Affairs, or has given any Laws, and 
what thoſe Lata are; or in other Words, that 
©. God has given Mankind no other Means, by which 
they might know what He wills them to know, be- 


eve and practice, but the Uſe of Reaſon, Human: 


Reaſon, &c. This then according to them, is the 
only Principle of Knowledee, ' and the ſame they 
tell us, is the only Principle of Aion, for the 
deny that there is any Principle of * Aion diſtin& 
from it, and aſſert that Reaſon, however fallible 
it may be, is all rational Creatures have to truſt to. 
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does God concern Himſelf Ba humane Affairs to 
any good or profitable Purpoſe? If He does not 
influence their Minds, then all His Concern is for 
their Bodies, which to affirm, is moſt unworthy 
of God, to imagine that He takes Care of the Body 
only, the earthly, material Part of us, form'd of 
the like Materials with the Bodies of other Animals, 
and neglects the Soul, by Which chiefly Mankind 
are diftinguiſhed from them, and ſuperior to them; 
and yet this is the neceſſary Conſequence of theſe 
Modern Schemes : For if he does not influence them 
as to their Knowledge or Practice, as they affirm, 
this being all the Influence which ſerves to any good 
End or Purpoſe, therefore, as I'faid, for them to 
tell us, that God concerns Himſelf with humane. 
es Affairs, are Words without a Meaning; for He 
e) does not upon their Principles, concern Himſelf at 
m all with them, but leaves them intirely to them- 
at ſelves, haps deprives Mankind of the moſt certain 
n Ground of lecke, and Stability in Prafice, re 
Ir ſpecting their Religious and Moral Conduct. 
ic L expect it 1 now enquired,” f God, 45 
a bath been aſſerted, does concern Himſelf with humane 


s, Affairs, by influencing the Minds of Men, reſpetting 

T both their Underſtanding and Practice, by /ome 

If Principle of Knowledge and Action, diſtin" from 

d their Rational Faculty, how, or after what Manner 

It does He influence them ? And by what Means may this 

h Principle, when it operates, be diſtinguiſhed from the 

. ordinary Operations of our Natural Faculties??? 

7 Tus Solution of this Enquiry I take to beneceſ- 

e ſary, before we come to the Application of this 

V whole Argument to the Chriſtian Religion; and the 

0 more ſeaſonable at this Time, becauſe a late ® Au- 
thor has been pleas'd to treat the Thing as unin- 

: 5 E 2 en teelligible, 

? 4 | Nee 
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telligible, and à whole Society of Religious People 
for its Sake, with ſome Contempt; but to ſay no- 
thing of the People, if the Thing be eſtabliſhed, 
the Contempt, caſt upon them for i its Sake, is et- 
fectually removed. 


Ix may therefore be enquired on qhis Occaſion, 


firſt, How is it to be conceived as a Thing poſſible that 
there ſhould be two diſtin} Principles of Knowledge 
and Action, the one Humane, and the other Divine, 
in the ſame Perſon ? Will not the one deſtroy the other, 
or at teaſt ſuſpend the Exerciſe of it for a Time, fo that 
whilſt due are under the Influente of a Divine Princi- 
Ale, our Natural Underſtanding is laid aſide or ſuſ 


daended, and when tue are in the Exerciſe of our Natu- 


Uaderſt andings, woe have then ſo far, nothing to 
with the Divine Principle? 
Ir this be the Caſe, as the above Writer has ſug- 
' geſted, Men deſtitute of all Reaſon were as capa- 
ble of knowing all Matters of Religion, as if they 
had been ever ſo rational : Which would indeed be 
an undeniable Conſequence, if the Divine Principle 
_ contended for, did operate on Men as meer Ma- 
chings or bruit Animals. © But none in their Senſes 
ever aſſerted that, but on the contrary, that it ope- 
rates on them as rational Creatures; and therefore 
toſay, that Men deſtitute of all Reaſon, can know 
any thing at all, much leſs all Matters of Religi- 
on, by the Help of any 3 whatever, is to 


ſay, that Men act rationally without Reaſon, and 


no without a Capacity of Knowledpe ; a Soleciſm 
which one would not ot expeR from to great an Ad. 
vocate for Reaſon. 
Bor to come directly to the Point, it is ſo far 
ſrom being eee that there ſhould be two 
ä [= tg We of Knowledge and Action (as before) in the 
ſame Perſon, that it is eaſy to conceive, inaſmuch 
as it is ſuppoſed, that bee e does not 
| act in Contradiction, or. mcanfiltencys' to Right 
Rechen, 
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Recon, (and 0 onſequently ſo far as Menkind' are 
endued with it, and act agreeable to it, it acts in 
perfect Harmony therewith) for it is impoſſible 
that the Divine Principle ſhould direct any Thing, 
or move to any Action, which is not perfectiy a- 
reeable thereto ; but it being evident, that our 
aculties as Men, are, or, as the late mentioned 
Author acknowledges, may be fallible and uncer- 
tain 3 the End of the Divine Principles operating on 
the Mind of Man, is to correct the Errors of it, 
to be an Aſſiſtant to our Faculties, that they do not 
err from Truth and Rectitude, either in Under- 
ſtanding or Practice: To ſay that this is deſtroying 
my Underſtandin 2 or is inconſiſtent with it, or im- 
— it in any Reſpect, is full as abſurd as to ſay, 
that if a Perſon well verſed in any Art or Science of 
which I am ignorant, ſhould carefully inſtrutt me 
in the Principles or Practices of it, that this Perſon 
in ſo doing, impairs my Underſtanding, which is 
ſo far from being ſo, that he improves and inlarges 
it: Or can I be ſaid, when attending to his Inſtruc- 
tions, to lay aſide my Underſtanding? Or am I as 
capable, without any Reaſon or Underſta at 
2 to apprehend — he — as if I — 
ſo rational? No Man in his Senſes will ſay ſo; and 
yet this Abſurdity, as great as it is, is juſtly charge 5 
able on this great Pretender to Reaſon: © 
Bur he goes on, *Tis ſtrange that all Man- ; 
« kind-ſhould have a Principle of acting, of which 
<< they never were ſenſible, nor can theſe Modern 
« Diſcoverers tell them what it is, or how it ope- 
„rates.“ But why Modern Diſcouerers? If this 
Author has read his Bible with any other Deſign 
chen to find Faults in it, he muſt be convinced, that 
it is ſo far from being a Modern Diſcovery, that it is 
as old as Mantind, and from the Nature of the 
Thing, that it is as extenſive as Humane Race: The 
n God ſtriving with Man univerſally 9 


SS 
the Floog,: as well as after, not only among the 
People of Irael, to whom beſides ol ey Frag 
and'Statutes, He gave His good Spirit to inſtruct 
them, tho many of them. rebelled againſt it; but 
alſo among the Gentiles, in whoſe Writingsthere are 
clear Hints of a Divine Principle, under different 
Names, diſtinct from Humane Reaſon,” inſtructing 
Mankind; fo that tis far from being a modern 


2 ver. . RT.” e 

Bur to return to the Queſtion, om does it ope- 
rate? Does it operate as a Medium incognitum aſ- 
ſentiendi, in a Manner we know-not how Or does it 
operate in a Manner well known ? Certainly not the 
firſt, for how can a Principle which is in it ſelf un- 
known, be the Ground of Niowledge? How can 
that which is uncertain produce Certainty? It myſt 
therefore he concluded, that as it comes from God, 
it brings with it an Evidence of its Divine Origi- 
nal, which conſiſts in this, that it operates agreea- 
dle to the Divine: Nature, i. e. as God is C 
and Truth, and Purity in Perfection, ſo this leads 
to all theſe, and in Order to it, bears a conſtant 
Teſtimony in the ee — * 
In every Appearance ot it, never io ſecret 
comrived 07 commited the 3 int " 
Thoughts of the Heart being laid open anc 
brought to Light by it, and the State of the Mind 
diſcovered to it felt, as plainly as Face is diſcovered 
to Face in a Glaſs; ſo that he that would turn from 

it, cannot by all his falſe Reaſonings eſcape its No- 
tice, but as often as he acts contrary to theſe pla 
Diſcoveries, muſt confeſs, that he condemns him- 
ſelf in the Thing which he allows: And this is the 
State of all vitiaus Perſons, remaining ſuch, till by 
| r ap Repetition, and long Continuance in Re- 

bellion, it pleaſes God to with- hold thoſe ſecret 
kind. Diſcoveries from them, and leave them to 
tkemſelves, and then, (though from the Conſide- 


lation 


EA 


r Neſ 
„Evil * | 


nal, hich this Bn 5 mes with i 3 
you. as it conſtantly bears Teſtimony - againſt the 
b laſt — of Evil, ſoit leads the Mind 
| ces, into a State of unſpotted Purity and 
Ainet. agrecable to its own pure Nature, * * | 
1 vering to it, not only Actions and Things which 
are good, but ſearching 858 the Bottom, and bring- 
ing to Light the ſecret Sp ang Motives of all 
Actions; ſo that whatever a Perſon does, thus in- 
fluence, he does in Truth and Sincerity, with an 
. upright; Heart, as unto, 225 ſuch an one, not 
only abſtaining from praiſing Evil, bur abhor- 
ing and deteſti 2 not only practiſing . - 
ſuch particular 0 nCes as 27 in his Welz 
loving ——— deligh ting in. it: In ſhort, its 12 
fectian — Goodneſs and Virtus it points at, and 
0. "which evidences that it comes from God 3; and 
though Men ſincerely engaged in the Purſuit af this 
_ excellent Attainment do not preſently arrive unto it, 
yet when they are once entred in the Way to it, and 
* made ſome ſucceſ eſsful Advan ces therein, by a 

cere humble Application in in Mlear an Spirit un- 
to God, for.his Divine Aid and Aſiſtance, they are 
incouraged to proceed in the ſame Manner, and in 
the ir ſo doing, meet with farther Advances in the 
— Way of Virtue, which is a ſolid CY farther 

11 or chen ee to { the 
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As this I take to be the moſt reaſonable, 43 
well as moſt effectual Means for the producing a 
religious, virtuous Condutt in Life, univerſally a- 
mong Mankind. For as it is moſt agreeable to _ | 
Perfectiun of the Divine Nature, to ſuppoſe thar 
Fe imadeMankindOriginally good, and conſequent- 
ly, that what Evil there is among Men, they them - 
ſelves are the Authors of it: So I appeal to the 
Judgment of all unprejudic*d Advocates for Reaſon, 
which of the two is moſt rational, That” Man who 
| bas marr'd that goodly Image of Virtue" and -Redti- 
rude, in which be was created, ſhouldreſtore himſelf into 
it, by his own Underftanding, Power and Ability, (the 
"wrong Applications of theſe being the Cauſe of his 
Defection into Evil.) Or, 'that the Great and Good 
God, who made Man good, Pouid reſtore bim again 
11 it, inter poſing Ning its His Divine Rid and Ant. 
ande, I think it may be ſaid, "Res N 3 the 
| Matter ſpeaks for it ſelf. © Ws 
"I add; the Evidence of thi Divine Principle, en 
che Manner of its ation, vi. that as it diſco- 
vers Evil in the Root and Conception of it, and 
ye in the ſecret Springs and Motives to it, ſo it 
* this in ſuch a lively and vigorous Manner, as 
ves Strength to all the Faculties of the Mind, in 
ole who attend unto it; to obey its Precepts, and 
ſem fortifies them * againſt all Temptation: 
and Provocations to the contrary: That it does all 
1 — with ay Evidence and Perſpicuity, which ex- 
rally accompanies the ordinary O— 
— . — 5 the rational Facutt Ities without this Hit 
hip - that it often brings before our Minds certain 
Truths relating to our preſent Duty, and future 
_ Happineſs, "when we leaſt of all thin * them, or 
"ate ſollicitous about them, that ic ſometimes diſco- 
vers Things, * ned 'we 'never before thought of, 
in ſuch a ight, that what was before hidden 
| 12 an eaſy and familiar W 
OE, | an 


| for, and in that Reſpedh, is plainly diſtinguiſhable 


(33) 
d laſtly, that in gur Obedience to this brward 
, We enjoy ſuch ſolid Peace, and ſtrong Con- 
olation in Spirit, that (though it has a reaſonable 
round and Foundation wich we eaneaſily 


tron Aiubuſg/m 5 the worſt Senſe of the. Ward) 
the Enjoyment ei it cannot be deſcrib'd by 
Words, . 
much more any Expreſſions : Agrecable to which; 
the Seriptures ſpeak of the Feace of Gad as paſſing al 
Underſtanding, and ihe Love of Chriſt p Aae 
ledge, that ii bath. nos entred into ihe Heart of Man to 
concaius tho good Things which Ged has in Store for 
them, that love Mia — yet that God, ſays the 
_ le, bach reuaaled them unto us by His Spi- 
he Senſe of which is a comfortable k 
tn of . — which 
good are in t Hope, Expectation 
of, and are — it 3; chat as Gad 
| wes yi, — of it, = 


aket, — ae | 
Lie, a m 1, 

R have 6 
e 
ed to ſay, that tbeſe aannat tall eubut 


modemm Diſcamar una 

it it, or how it operates. 1 hope I have by this Thins 

told both, and he himſelf had Fiala 9 
ty to know, that the People he there mentions, T 
ways pro profeſs'd it to be a Divine Principle, wich they 
call by divers Names, as the Spirit of God, * the 
Ward « of God, the Spirit of Chriſt, the Grace of God, 
J Chriſt, &c. by which Names the Pen- 
Men the Holy ns alſo call it; and as mM is 
o, 


— 


And on this Account, there is the greate 
tor him, and all others, at leaſt to treat the Thing 


} 


? wy | 

ſo, I would recommend it to him in the moſt ſeri: 
ous Manner, to' conſider how he can clear him- 
ſelf from the A of Blaſpbemy, in calling it 
firſt, a Senſeleſs Notion, and which is yet worſe, One 
of their uglieſt Brats. Certainly a more decent Word 
might have been expected from him, even in a re- 
verend Regard to a Divine Principle, though he 
thought the People pretending to it were miſtaken ; 
and after all, I muſt take the Liberty to tell him, 
that what he is pleas'd to call a Senſeleſs Notion, and 
uglieſt Bratt, is, and will be, the principal Obſta- 
4 in the Way of his darling Notion, and what, I 
doubt not, will ſooner or later diſperſe thoſe Fogs, 
which Men of corrupt Minds, under the Notion of 
more refined Reaſon, have rais'd of late in the Chri- 
ſtian World: I ſhall only add in this Place, with 

eſpect to this Writer, and his Performance, that 
whatever his Sentiments may be, *tis impoſſible for 
him to prove: that God has not given Mankind 
ſuch an Help as I have been contending for; on 
the contrary, there are good Reaſons, from the Na- 
ture of Things, to believe that He has given it. 


Reaſon 


with modeſt Caution and Decency, much leſs to 


make it the Subject of Banter and Ridicule, left 
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C ontaining 1 ome farther. (7 erwations on 1 
La. mentioned r OS i 


5 O ppoſition /which che laſt Wande 
T: Writer as made to this plain Principle of 
Knowledge and Action, diſtinct from humane Reaſon,” 
will appear yet more unaccountable, by ſhewing' 
that after all he has ſaid by Way of Ridicule upon 
it, and his ſtrenuous contending for the Sufficiency 
of Reaſon, humane Reaſon, which as he ſays, is all 
rational Creatures have to truſt to, in plain Contra» 
diction to himſelf, he has clearly and fully aſſerted 
the Thing which he oppoſes, in theſe Words (which 
though expreſſed interrogatively, yet imply che 
ſtrongeſt Aſſertion) * To preſs this matter far. 
« ther, let me ask you, Whether there is not a clear 
« and diſtinct Light, that enlightens all Men, and 
« which the Moment they attend to it, makes 
«© them perceive thoſe Eternal Truths, which ars 
ce the Foundation of all our Knowledge; and is ĩt 
4 not God himſelf who immediacy illuminates 
« them? 
Urov. which I would obſerve, if by this clear 
and diſtinct Light, he means diſtin from the Fa- 
culty of Reaſon which it enlightens, he has given 
up the Point, and is at once fallen into that which 
he elſewhere calls a Sen/ele/5 Notion. Or if by the 
Word diſtin}, he means only ſomthing declſarito- 
ry, and of the ſame import with the Word clear, it 
comes {till to the ſame; _ as he aſſerts, that it 
| DS enlighten 


— — 2 a _ Bas RE tobe 
3 &C+ pag. 11. 
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Platter, their 
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enlightens all Men, (by which he muſt mean, if he 
means any Thing, that it enjightens the "rational 
Faculty of all en ) 8 not Chat Which _ 
and that which is #hlig#eddiftin&? Is nor 
erceive, Oc. — 


Man which makes him capable to 
ent Fh 
- 


that which is made capable, two 
Burt to put the — out of all Doubt, If it be 
Himſelf who illuminates Man, are not God and 
Man dliſtinct f And if God does this immediate 
He is certainly preſent with them for that Purp on 
and if fo, they have ſamrhing elſe to truſt to, wy 
ſides crete Faculties by which they are diſtinguiſhed 
— - beſides their don Ae, fallible as 
r s it may be all that chis Au. 
thor does not intend by this dlanger of Exprodien, 
that all dur Kno ariſes from this immedint? 
Hllnmination of God Himſelf, but only thoſe Eter- 
mi Truths, which are the Foundation of our Know- 
ledge. Well, if the T}a/b3 diſcovered by the lin- 
ination of God Himſelf, be the Foundation of all 
our Knowledge, then all our Knowledge is built 
upon it. But to go with him to the Bottom of this 
which I more deſire, 
pay. 180, 181, 182. 


let us conſider what he writes, 


Srſt; in Order to define what be meam by the 
Word Reaſon, 
* any 


he begins, When we attribute 
Operation co it, as a berween 
. Tub and Tg cod, bee. we mean by it the ra- 
— — but when we aſerſde no ſuch 


« as when we a for a 
* TR * — by & — 
0 by our rational Faculties judge of the A - 
« ore f Dili of the Terms of any 


* And N an Auchor writes in 
10 bly," we may eaſily diſcern, in which of theſe 
4 two Senſes he — the Word. But to go to 
« de Bottom ara titan it wil be 

480 x0 
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« ty give a more diſtin Account of in 
« By the rational Fucuities, ſays be, we mean 
«. the natural Ability a Man has, to apprehend, 
judge and inſer, the immediate Objects of which 
« Facullies ate not the Things themſelves, bur the 
Ideas the Mind gconceives of them 1 while dur 
« Ideas remain ſingle, they fall under the Ap. 
« prehenſion, and are expreſſed by fimple Terms 3 
« when joyn'd, under the Judgment, and expreſſed 
« by Propoſitions z when ſo joyn'd as to need the 
Intervention of ſome other Idea tu coth pare them 
« with, in Order-to form 4 Judgment, they decem 
«& by that Intervention the Subje& of aft of 
« HArgumentation, and this is term'd Sylogiſm' of 
« Argument. It muſt be obſerv'd toe; that all the 
« Ideas we have or can have, are either by Sena 
tion or Refle#ion, by the firſt, we have our Ideas 
of what paſſes of exiſts without; by the ſetbnd, 
« of what paſſes of exiſts within the Mind, and in 
« the View or Contemplation of theſe, totiſiſts all 
« bur Knowledge, that being nothing but the Fer. 
« ception of the Agreement or Diſagreement of 
© our Ideas. Any two of theſe when joyn'd toge- 
<« ther, ſo as to beaffirm'd or denied of each ot 
© make what we call a Propoſition j when eon 
« apart, What we call the Terms of that Propoſition, 
i the Agreement ot Diſagreement of which Terms, 
<« being expteſſed by the rightly affirming or deny · 
„ ihg rer is what we = ruth; th 
«© Perception of their Agreement or Diſagreement, 
„ ig what we term Keowledpe 1 this Knowledge ae. 
t crucs vither immediately on the bare Inſtitution 
<« of theſe two Ideas, or Terms fo joyn d, and is 
+ thetefore ſtiled In,, Knowledgs; of Gel. 
ti evident Trath ; or by the Intervention of ſome 
% iber Iden or Idas, 48 4 comMen Meaſurs for the 
« bther two, and is therefore called the Mulan; 
e by which Reaſon judges of their Agreement or 
| Diſagree- 

| * 


* 


{ WR c 38 ) 
_ «Diſagreement, and this is called Demonſtrative 
„ Knowledge, which is never to be had without the 
Help of the other, for if there were not ſome 
Fropoſitions, which need not to be proved, it 
would be in vain; for Men to argue with one 
e another, becauſe they then could bring no 
roots but hat needed to be proved. Thoſe 
<, Propoſitions which need no Proof, we call Self- 
66; — becauſe by comparing the Ideas ſigni- 
ſied by the Terms of ſuch Propoſitions, we im- 
e mediately diſcern their Agreement or Diſagree- 
40 ment ; this is, as I ſaid before, what we call In- 
e tuitive Knowledge, and is the Knowledge of God 
«, Himſelf, who ſees all Things by Intuition, and 
may I think be called Divine Inſpiration, as be- 
Ws ing, immediately from God, and not acquired 
on by any humane Deduction or drawing of Conſe- 
V quences. This certainly is that Divine, that 
Uniform Light, which ſhines in the Minds of all 
%% Men, and enables them to diſeern whatever thy 
«do diſcern, ſince without it their could be no 
% Pemonſtration, no Knowledge, but invincible 
Obſcurity and univerſal Uncertainty.” 
I have quoted him thus at large, becauſe I would 
not be thought to _ his Senſe. And by this 
Time it clearly ap what he means pag. 11. 
by thoſe Eternal 21501 which are the F oundation 
of all our Knowledge, viz. Self-evident Propoſiti- 
ons; the Knowledge of which he calls Divine In- 
ſpiration, as coming immediately from God Him- 
elf, and is the Foundation of all our Knowledge: 
t he does not allow, that the Knowledge built on 
this Foundation is divine, & comes immediately from 
_ God Himſelf, but is acquired by humane Deducti- 
ons, and drawing of Conſequences. So that ac- 
cording to him, God lays the F oundation, and af. 
fords the Materials of Knowialge and Men build 
| 1 n _ With thoſe 0 3 
kt or 


| „ 
tor tho* theſe Propoſitions, and the ſimple Ideas of 
which they are compounded, are ſelf-evident, yet 
their Agreement or Diſagreement with others is not, 
or may not be ſo, but muſt be found out by our 
own Study and Application of Thought, by the 
Uſe of our Reaſon, fallible as it may be. 
To apply all this te the Knowledge of Religious 
Matters, it muſt be allowed, that there are e 
evident Truths of that Sort, the Perception of which 
our Author acknowledges, may be: called Divine 
Inſpiration, as being immediately from God Him- 
ſelf ; but the Perception of other Truths, or Pro- 
poſitions depending on theſe, which ariſe from the 
Agreement of theſe with other Ideas or Propoſiti- 
ons, he ſays, is acquired by humane Deduction, or 
drawing of Conſequences, which are,” according to 
him, not from God immediately, but become 
known to us by the Mediation of theſe ſelf-evident 
Notions or Propoſitions. Now, I would appeal 
to the Judgment of any impartial' Perſon, who 
is not reſolved at all. Adventures to ſupport a 
Scheme ſuppoſing as he has aſſerted, that 'theſe 
ſelf-evident Notionsor Propoſitions come immediate 
from God, whether it is not moſt reaſonable to be- 
lieve, That the Knowledge of other Truthsor Pro- 
poſitions, which depend on their Agreement with 
theſe, are alſo from Him. For is it not reaſon- 
able, that the Divine Being ſhould interpoſe there, 
where His Interpoſition is moſt wanted, and were 
without it, we are in moſt Danger of being deceiv- 
ed? I believe every impartial Perſon will allow 
this. And is not this the Caſe in the more complex 
Notions, and compounded Propoſitions, ariſing from 
| ſeveral of theſe ſimple plain Truths interwoven 
wich others not ſo obvious to our Underſtandings? 
Tis here the only Difficulty lies, and conſequentiy 
in theſe we want Help, and are in Danger of being 
deceived our ſelves, and deceiving others, viz. = 


1 


= 


0 40 » 
the Application of theſe plain Rules or Meaſures 
tothe Ackians af Life, where there are great Va- 
tioty of Caſes and Circumſtances, => cafily per- 
- ceivable zt all Times, as to their Agreement or 
1 with theſe /e/f-evident Rules and Mea- 


Pos Inſtance, i& 6. a Mg evident Fruth, that 7 
o render io every Man bis Due, that I ought not 
to 2 Body with Luſt, er any other Interperance, 
ur When theſe Rules come to be applied as 
Meaſures te out particular Actions, there is a Dan- 
from the Prevalency of Temptations, and the 
rengrh of our Appetites, confirm*d by long Cu- 
and Habit, we ſhould deviate from them 
-is thoſe Particulars, if left to our felves ; 1 
therefore, there is then the greateſt Need of a Bi- 
vine Monitor, to bring to our Remembrance thoſe 
Rules of Temyerance and uh and ſhew us their 
Agreemens or Difagreement with the Adtion un- 
preſent 8 I r, 1 to Act or 
rbear ws es Accor 
th moſt worthy of G 
ing this, many mie dw. 
Notions of Vriue and Vice in general, have 
in acting agrecable thereto in particular > th Sp 
that it appears evident ta me, that the immediate 
Aae of the Divine Being ia neceſſary in theſe 
| in Onder to ſhew- the. agrecableneſs of theſe 
Rules to every particular Aden or Circurnſtancs, 
ane fix in their attending to them, which 
withoug it, are in Danger of v ring from them, 
n of ſome prevailing bo- 
Ber or Peſſion. 
Wen chi Author himſelf, inContradiftion to 
e g a 232 
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(41) 5 
Communication between God and Man, nor, as tis are 
framed, can God aſcertain us of any Truth, but by 
ſhewing its Agreement with theſe ſelf-evident Notions, 
which are the Teſts by which we are io judge of every 
Thing, even the Being.of a God, and Natural Reli- 
gion, which though nof knowable by Intuition, are to 
be demonſtrated by ſuch Proofs which have mediately or 
immediately a neceſſary Connexion with our ſelf èvi- 
dent Notions. oe ETSY | we 
Here is firſt ah Intellectual Communication be- 
tween God and Man ſuppoſed, (which by the by, 
muſt be between two, otherwiſe *ris no Communi- 
cation) by the Means of theſe ef evident Notions, 
which come immediately from God : And not only 
ſo, but he alſo aſcertains the Truth of Propoſitions 
not ſelf-evident, 'by ſhewing their Agreement with 
theſe ſelf-evident Notions ; ſo that all our Know- 


| ledge, by his own Confeſſion, comes from God. 


For it all conſiſts, either in our Perception of theſe 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions, or their Conexion with 
others not ſo, and according to him, it is God 
that ſhews Mien both; and therefore to carry his 
Notion its full Length, it is God that ' communis 
cates all our Knowledge to us, not only s . 


to Matters of Religion, but every Thing capable 
of Knowledge; tor inſtance, take any Propoliti 
in Eurliu, rhe Truth of it is found either by th 
Agreement: of the ſeveral Terms with <ertai 
Axioms which are. ſelf-evident, or with certain 
Propoſitions already demonſtrated, , which in that 

Caſe are to be conſidered as ſelf-evident 'Axioms, 
or with ſome or other of both theſe : But according 
to him, it is God that Gifcovers immediately the 
Truth of theſe Axioms, and there Agreement wich 
the Terms of the Propoſitions; and the wah 

the ſame, let the Matter of our Ktiow dah | 15 

what it will. So that this Author is the” greateſt 
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all our Knowledge, of what Kind foever, to, 
immediately ang directly from God; which isa 
e to the general Tendency of his BY 
and a more ſenſeleſs ol ian, may, oor Society of 
People that] know were guilty of; for the People 
5 there mentions always di inguiſhed between 

hings and Things, wa between Knowledge and 
 Knowled e, as the Primitive Chriſtians alſo did 
between the Things of a Man, and the Things of 
Gad, and that the firſt were knowable by the Spiril, 
or rational Faculi yofa Man, and the laſt knowable 
by the Spirit of God. 

'Tazzt ſeems to be one Difficulty yet remaining, 
which I would. endeavour to remove in this Place, 
for the applying this whole Argument to the Chri- 
ian Religion with more Clearneſs, which is this, 
Jowing "1 that has been ſaid, that there is a Di. 

Vine Prices 6. by which diſcovers to Men their Duty, and 
excites and helps them to the Performance * it, 


F et as it operates on them as rational Creatures, * | 


aculty of Rea 65 that alone F es of it, 
as to the Truths in Speculation, an Nature 
and Obligation 5 tha Precepts or Rules of Acti 
on which it diſcovers to it: So that Reaſer is that 
in which all centers ultimately, and is therefore 
What we mult have Recourſe to for Certainty, whe- 
ther what comes before our Minds, are the Dic- 
tates of a Divine Principle, or or the Reſult of our 
own Thinking ; and if ſo, is not Reaſon. the Crite- 
Pon by which we judge of their Truth, and con- 
ſequently the Superior, or rather only Ground of 
Ceriainty KC 
I hope I have done this Ob jeftian Juſtice ; I am 
ſure! Gould do ſo, for LE is nothing which I 
the Boren than to ſift this moſt neceſſary Affair 
t the Bottom, by W in the cexrſ Light 
capable o of. e 
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For Anſwer, I ſay firſt, that to compare the 
Divine Principle with humane Reaſon, as to Superi- 
ority or Predecency, is to compare Things which 
ought not to be compared; for without Doubt, a 
Divine Principle (ſuppoſing there is ſuch a Thing) 
is infinitely ſuperior to any Faculty meerly humane, 
in the Nature of the Thing. This will farther ap- 
pear by conſidering the different Operations of = 
one, and the other Frincipk, for though it is aſ- 
ſerted (and I hope rationally proved according to 
the Nature of Things) that there is a Divine Prin- 
ple in Man, to inſtruct and afliſt him in Matters 
Religion, yet tis plain that this Principle, and 
the Faculty of Reaſon operate differently, the one 
as an Inftructor, the other as the Inſtrulled; the one 
aa Teacher, the other as a Learner ; 1 
God is ſaid in Hol Seripture, to Teach the Humble 
of His Ways, an pA vide the Meek in Tudgment, and 
ta ſhew unio Man what bis Thoughts are: All which 
neceffarily imply both a Diverſity of Principles, 
and different Manner of Operations; and yet not 
ſo different as to act ſeparately, but jointly, the 
one under the Direction and Aſſiſtance of the o- 
ther. And this is ſo plainly the Truth of the Caſe, 
that tis impoſſible it ſhould be etherwife, for as 
the R or rational Faculty of Man, be- 
ing a limited, fallible Principle, cannot know cer- 
tainly the Things of God, or 8 Matters, 
(it being evident, that all the moſt abſurd Idolatries 
and vain Superſtitions among the Heathens, as well 
as many abſurd Doctrines and Practices amo 
Chriſtians, have ſprung from this Root when left 
to it ſelf) ſo the Divine Principle APR inſtruct 
Mankind in thoſe Things, but as it acts upon 2 
Underſtanding or rational Faculty ;, for brute Ant- 
mals, remaining ſuch, are not in their Natures ca- 
pable of any ſuch Inſtruction: So that it is the Di- 
vine Principle that preſents Objects to our Under- 
8 og 2 ſtandings 


* 


ſtandings, aſſiſts and enlarges.the Underſtand- 
ing, to apprehend them, but the Underſtanding as 
a meer humane Faculty, is not therefore a Judge of 
the Truth and Certainty of what the Divine Prin- 
ciple diſcovers, as a Faculty ſuperior to ir, becauſe 
it derives its Certainty from the Divine 17 90 
which is therefore the principal Ground of Cer. 
tainty, and not ſubject to the Judgment of any 
other. Humane Reaſon, or any Faculty meerly hu- 
mane, is a weak, fallible, uncertain Principle; but 
the Faculty of Reaſon conſidered in its ſelf, Right 
Reaſon, which is another Word for Truth, is cer- 
tain and unchangable, being an Emanation from 
God Himſelf, a Gift given by Him to correct the 
Errors, and ſupply the Defects, and ſtrengthen the 
Weakneſſes of our Faculties. In ſhort, there muſt 
be a Ground of Certainty ſome where, or elſe all cen- 
ters in Sceptiſi, (which is a miſerable State of Things, 
vnworthy to ſuppoſe the God of Knowledge and 
Wiſdom ſhould be the Author 90 and whoever 
look into themſelves, and obſerve the Weakneſs of 
their own Faculties, will not place it there: Where 
then may we Place it, but in Him who. is the Au- 
thor ot our Being, and of all the Faculties and Pow- 
ers of Body and Mind ? Who lo fit to inform the 
Judgment, rectify the Underſtanding, and ſtrength- 
en the Will, as He that formed them? Who ſo 
fit to earch the Heart and try the Reins, as He that 
made the Heart, and gave Mankind all the Capa- 
City he has of Knowledge and Action, and every 

Thing leading hodapperraining thereto ? And to 
fay, that the Difcovery which God 'makes to the 
Mind, and the Helps which He affords them, are 
ſubject to our Underſtandings,. as to a more ſure 
Touchſtane or Rule of Truth, is to make the Crea- 
ture wiſer than the Creator, to ſet the Learner above 
his Teacher, which though ſometimes it may be the 
Caſe between mortal Men, vis, that a Perſon*by 
Wn | i mY W Neaſon 
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Reaſon of a larger Capacity, or a greater Appt 
cation and Study, may in Time exceed his I 


tor; and thoſe who py under the Influence of a 


Divine Inſtrufion, may become wiſer than their 
7 eachers, as the P/almiſt declares, P/al. cxix, 98, 
99, 100. Yet this can never be the Caſc between a 
Creature, however qualified, and his Creator; it 
is ſo far from it, that the more any know of God, 
and their Duty to Him in the Way of His Teach- 
ing, the more they become ſenſible. of the Sbort⸗ 
nels of their own Ca Cities, . and the Greatneſs. of 
the Divine Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, which leads 
them ta humble, modeſt. T . eee 
in which State, they are 11 ore in the Way 
receive Inſtruction and My from Him in al 
Things neceſſary for their preſent and future clap: 
eſs. So that their whole Life is one con 
tate of humble Dependence on Him for Wiſdom 
and Strength; firſt to know, what the | 
acceptable WII of God is, and then to dq 
fame. . 
Ano this node. humble de Pult State of 
Mind, join'd with a certain clear iden of the 
Truth, Nolan always accompanies it, is what diſ- 
8 ſhes to a Mind rightly diſpoſs d, the Teaching 
od, from that which ariſes from the ordinary 


CORD of our own Faculties without that Help, 


which being the Effet of our own Labour of Mind, 


the Product of our own Study and Application, 


the Perſon who is enriched in Knowledge this Way, 
(os he ſuppaſes) is apt to value 'himſelt upon it: 

nowledge thus 1 uired in its Nature is apt to 
puff up, v4 Charity, Love to God and May, which 

is the principal Thing which God teaches, edifies 
the Perſon exercis'd Mteis, builds him up in a 
godly £ virtuous, religious Life, which is the End 
NY al wr f 
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Dy this Time, I hope enou h has been 9 8 to 
convice thoſe who are Phone diſpoſed Fa give 
the Argument its due weight, that od has given, 
and continues to give to Mankind a Divine id, for 
knowing and iſing what is agreeable to His 
Win, and conſequently tends to their preſent and 
furure, Happinefs. It remains now to apply this 
"whole Argument. to the Chrifian Religion, and 
confider how far the Truth of it is confirm'd and 
eſtabliſhed by the Belief of this Principle, which 
n the Subj of * cen 0 
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cn. VI. 
FRY Argument in the A * Par, ae 
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AVING i in the 88 Pa . 
ed to prove the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of a 
wine Aid, as a Principle of "Keene and Action 
in, Matterrol Region, diſtin& from bumane Rea- 
fon, it a 9 apply aer don r to the 
Chriſtian Religion, to conſider how [far it 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to influence our Minds to, 
Belicf 0 Practice of its Doctrines and Prece . 
Order to which, let it be conſidered in the firſt 
Place, what it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe a Man in 
com Blk f fu a Principle gant do, It is 
us to fappeſe, that a Perſon in this rs at 
eee with it, will in all his 

Proceed upon a Bottom of Faith N 
! is, as by conſidering the perfect Purity 
of the | Drains Bang, he muſt be ſenſible, that with- 
Holineſs he cannot be. acceptable to Him, and 
taking a Survey of the Shortneſs and Feebleneſs | 
of his own Powers and Faculties, that he is not of 
3 capable to attain to that State, and Pingel | 
hi | 
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himſelf i in it; this leads him directly to aj ply 7 
Faitb for Help where alone it is to be had, 

unto Gad, who is all- ſufficient, and as ſuch, 2 
to ſupply all Detects of our Underftandings, and 
naar our Wills and Affections, and all the 
Powers and Faculties of our Minds, and bring 
them 1 into a Conformity to his Wil, and Nee 6 
them in it. 

Now this is to be a Chriſtian, for ſuch an one be- 
lieves T gry n God, for the 
Ends p tian Religion, or 
Ca? 5 . 9211 it call it the Grace of God, 
the Spirit of God, the Word of God, the Light of 
Chriſt, or by any other Name, it matters not, | 
: vided its Sufficiency for this great End be firmly 
heved : Which Principle was romiſed in Is 
illeſt and cleareſt eras ah levers in Chriſt, 
as an Effect and r e of his Coming in the 
Fleb 1nd as Co after hin bc lig an emi- 
nent Manner given and diſpenſed to 
2 
them ta preach the Goſpe o ö 
ſtandings of a 


who were ly diſpoſed ther- 
to, to receive and believe it, and influencing their 


Hearts and Aﬀections, to hive according to ita pure 
Pr and this not only te the Believers of 
that 8 but to be with chem to all funure 
Generations, or in the Words of Chriſt, 2 


with them for ever. 
To apply the Reaſonings in the former C 
Reli a 


more particularly to the 
been already proved from the pure Nature of 
Divine Being, that Mankind, in Tn to his Ac. 
ceptance with Him, ſhould be Holy, free from all 
Defilement, &cc. fo. the Precepts of the C 
Religion require Halineſi in this extenſive Senſe, as 
Mat. v. 48. Be ye perfect as your Father which is i 
Heaven is perfed. 1 Pet. i; 18, 56. * 1 
| + that 


\ 
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that hath called jou is Holy, jo be ye Holy in all Man- 
" © mer of Converſation. Again, 2 Cor. vii. 1, Having 
theſe Promiſes, Dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves 
* from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Ho- 
line in the Fear of God. Again, 1 Theſſ. v.+22, 
23. Abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and the 
„very God of Peace ſanctiſy you wholly, and I pray Cod, 
| your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, ma) be pre- 
ow * blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Peſus, 
Theſe Texts need no Comment, but plainly im- 
Ply; that God requires of Chriſtians, that the) 
aould be free from Evil in every Appearance vs, 
Degree of it; and that they ſhould be ſimply and 
altogether Sincere, © Righteous, and Holy, &c. 
On the other Hand, it has been proved, from 
the limited finite Nature of our Faculties as Crea- 
ares, that we cannot certainly bring our ſelves in- 
to tliis State, or preſerve our ſelves in it, without 
continual Danger of falling, as in Fact all Man- 
kind have fallen, and a great Part of them do ert 
from it daily, and therefore there is Need of the 
poſition. of an Infinite, Unlimited Power, for 
their Help and Preſervation. Now both theſe the 
Cbriſtian Religion fully declares, viz. The Weak- 
neſs or Impotency of Man for this Work, and the 
Power and Sumiciency of the Grace or Spirit of 
God, as a Gift given by bim for this great End, to 
Nrengtben their Weakneſs, and ſupply their Defects 
of every Kind. | TOR Op any ORG? 
As to the firſt, Chriſt Himſelf expreſly aſſerts 
it, Joh. xv. g. Without me yon can do nothing, and 
the Apoſtolick Writers ſpeak of it rather as a thidg 
ſuppoſed and taken for granted, than to be proved, 
Rom. v. 6. When we were yet without Strength, ſays 
the Apoſtle, Chriſt died for the Ungodly. And @le- 
where ſpeaking of the Believers in their unconverted 
State, he expreſſes himſelf in Terms which — 1 
rily imply che greateſt PFeaknefs or Incapeity, 0 
W VE T that 
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* of the Goſpel in the Love of it; their Hearts, 


Works of Ri ee which woe „ e done, Mr | 
cording to His Mercy be ſaved us b 5 Waſpint of Re- 
generation, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoff, which 
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that they were dead in 7 reſpaſſes and Sins, that they 
were once Darkneſs; and in ſhort, the whole De- 
fignand Oeconomy of the Chriſtian Relig ion is built 
upon this firion, arid it was for this End chief- 
ly, that Chriſt came, that he died and roſe again, 
and gave the Gift of His Holy Spirit, that He might 
thereby lay a firm Foundation of Faith in His Pow- 
er and All-Sufficiency, tor the deſtroying the Works 
of the Devil, for purifying and ſanctifying the 
Hearts of Men, which were defiled, which they 
were not able to do of themſelves. 

And that which gave the greateſt Confirmation 
to the Truth of the whole, Was that this Help was 
not only proniiſed and given, but alſo had its ef- 
fectual Work in thoſe who received. the Truth 


upon receiving the Spirit of Cbriſt, became purified 
by Faith; thoſe who had been eminently wicked 
4 Forvicators, Jablaters, Drunkards, Extortioners, 
&c. became waſhed, Fi Cr and juſtified, i the 

Name of our Lord Faſus Chriſt, ently oe the Spirit” #4 

Cod. Nie oa ſelves, ſuys the Apo ome- - 
timts Balg, Abba, fer vi Aer, 72 | 
Pleaſures, but after that the Kindneſs and 1 4 | 
God our Saviour towards Man appeared, | 


He fed on us abunduntiy through Fe Cari our” Ja- 
viour. I might cite many more Texts to the ſame 
Effeck, but having more particularly inſiſted on 


chis Part of che Afgument, in my firff Part, 3; 


forbear, only thus much I tho 


r neceſſary, 


order to ſnhe w, that the great pt of the Chr4 
Religion was to reforin' Mantinii 


a Divine" 
ciple given for that End, which b S received 1 
aith, did chat Work fully and fedtiially | 


thae'? Tt* was n diſtm&-from the dar 
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Faculties of the Mind, being ſaid to be given 10 
them, to be ſhed on them abundantly, and that to 
ſtrengthen and improye our natural. Faculties, to 
enlighten the Eyes of our Underſtanding, and 
quicken and enliven our Wills and Aﬀections, all 
which I have already proved to be agreeable to the 
finite limiced Nature of our Faculties. conſidered 
in themſelves, and the abſolute Purity of the Di- 
vine Being, and the Relation there is between God 
as an All-wiſe, Powerful Creator, and Man as a 
feeble fallible Creature. 
So that the Chriſtian Religion, though i in the 
Manner of its Publication and Introduction into the 
World, it was uncommon and extraordinary; yet 
in the great End and Deſign of it, and the Means 
'of a attaining that End, it appears ro be moſt rea- 
Jonable, and agreeable to thoſe Notions which an 
intelligent rational Creature muſt have of the bleſſed 
Author of his Being. And as to thoſe extraordinary 
Facts and Circumſtances, which preceded and at- 
-rended the firſt Publication of the Sof I, ſuch as 
the working of Miracles, and eſpecially that great- 
eſt of all, the Reſurrection of our 7 5 from the 
Dead, and the Effuſion of the Holy Spirit which 
followed 1 upon it; they were 0 directed to 
this End, 10 wit, to be a r of Faith in 
His Power, who was the Author of all, for the 
bringing about the neceſſary Works of Repentance, 
Amendment of Life, and Perſeverance in a State of 
_ Holineſs. And the Apoſtles argued from theſe ex- 
traordinary Acts of the Divine Power, by way of 
Analogy, to the Act of the ſame Power, exerted 
for Ch brin about theſe Ends, particular! 
that of che RE of our Lord from the Dead, 
as Rom. vi. ver. 1, to 11. and chap. viii. ver. 10, 11. 
and in his Epiſtle | to the Epheſians, from, Chap i. 
DNF: 13. to 7 7 . lj, ver, 10, from all which, * 
r other F N ages of the like Tendency, he 5 
R rea 
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reads the Apoſtolick Writings with Attention may 
obſerve, that the Apoſtle argues by Way of Con- 
firmation and of Encouragement ro the Believers, 
that they ſhould fer about the Work of San#ifica- 
tion, and renewing of the Mind into a State of Ho- 
lineſs, with a good Aſſurance of Succeſs, becauſe 
He. that has called them unto this Work, is all- 
powerful, and therefore able to aſſiſt them ef- 
fectually in it, of which He has given the 
155 Aſſurance, by railing up our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt from the Dead; having alſo for the ſame 
End given them the Gift of His' Holy Spirit, as a 
Principle immediately operating in their Minds, 
to renew and ſanctify them, which upon their re- 
e and believing in it, they alſo found to work 
powerfully and effectually for theſe good Ends. 

Tus the Death and Reſurrettion of Chriſt, as 
well as His Holy unſpotted Life, and the Miracles 
which He wrought, became a rational Foundation 
of Faith in His Power, the Power of His Spirit; 


and ¶ Vice Verſd) having found by Experience, that 


by the Power of His Spirit they were renewed 
and ſanctified in Heart and Spirit, or in the Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe, their Old Man was crucified, and the 


Body of Sin deſtroyed, and they were ſtrengtbned and 


enabled to walk in Newneſs of, Life. This gave 
them the ſtrongeſt Confirmation of the Truth of all 
that our Lord did and ſuffered for them in His own 
Perſon without them, and that He was in all Re- 


ſpects ſuch as He declared Himſelf to be, the Son 


of God, the Saviour of the World, inaſmuch as He 


had fulfilled His Promiſe, in giving them a new 


Life through His Spirit, a Life of Holineſs and 
Ri beute, who had been dead in Sins and Tre, 


paſſes, by which they knew that he was true, in all 


that He had declared unto them, concerning the 


that 


pray 


#hat you may baue Life, ood: that you * 180 
More abundantly. * 

Now as in all this, there was nothin ing but 
7 agreeable to the Reaſqn of Things, 24 85 the 

elation there is between Cd and Man as Creator 
and Creature, as hath been already proved, there is 
good Reaſon to believe the Truth of the whole; 
and that, as it is reaſonable to believe, that God 
who made Man an intelligent Creature, but, yet of 
| Jingited Faculties, and asſuch, liable to Errors and 
E ailures, is preſent with him to fo preferye him from 
alling, and reſtore him when fallen, c, So the 
Obriſtian Religion, in the great End and Defign of 
3 1 7 ch Help, and giving goad Aſſurances 

y thoſe extraordinary Acts of the Divine 

ower, in the Perſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it 
is reaſonable to believe, that He came from God, 
and was what He declared Himſelf xo be. 

Axp in this Senſe, Cbriſtianity may be (aid to | 
as old as the Creation, inalmuch as ver 1 55 0 5 
Creation, there was Need of that Help, and ſuch 
Help was given, or at leaſt offered to Mankind, and 
that therefore the Goſpel is a Re · publication, not 
of the Lato, ar Religion of Nature, but of the Law 
of Faith, which every Man as @ Creature (that is, 
A limited, finite, dependent Being) has Reaſon to 
know, it he conſiders his own Structure, and what 
a weak, feeble Creature he is; and yet finds in him- 
ſelf at Times, ſecret Hungrings and Thirftings | 
after a State of Holineſs, and ſtrong Deſires to be 
delivered from the Power of theſe evi] Habirs, to 
which he finds himſelt in Bondage, | which. | 
cannot find himſelf able to effect. This lea in 
directly to apply for Strength and Ability to God, 
Pho alone is compleatly and fand ail Good and 
therefore may reaſonably be ſup bs 
Men this Senſe, and the e Appe fee and Alm wp 
92 and is therefore alone able to he p him to Whit 
them, 
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that hat ae 


d do it iʒ a aly. to conceive... 


2 he ſhould be filled with che Divine Spirit and 
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| 922 and therefore as I faid, Chriſtiguity is in this 


nſe, not only as old as the Creation, but as ex- 
lenſive as humane Race, being founded on that im- 
mutable Relation between God and Man, as Crea- 

{or and Creature, which is the ſame inall Men and 

al Ages. So that Chriſtianity may truly be cal - 
15 a re aſonable Inſtitution, as bing founded on ra- 
tional Reines as to the main End and Deſign of 
it, which was the Reformation. of Mankind, And 
though there are ſome. Parts of it, which Men hy 
their beſt Reaſon, Art or Contrivance, could neyer 
have invented, much leſs, acco Wc and in 
that Senſe may be ſaid to be above Fr 1 Reaſon, 
or any Faculty Wach wad yet there is nothing 
in any Part of it rig oy underſtood, contrary to 


N 5 Inſtance, it is not contrary to Reaſon, that 

Cod ſhould raiſe the Dead; it ee 
to Reaſon, that one mortal Man ſhould raiſe ano- 
ther from the Dead, and more ſo, that a dead Per- 


| ſon ſhould teſtore himſelf to Life: But that He that 


gave Life ſhould reſtore it, has nothing in it con · 


1 to Reaſon. And thus the Apoſtle Paul in his 


Defence before a, argues, Wb ſhould it be 
* ught , 12 boald raiſe the Dead ? He 
E not fay, Wh Wel it be thought incredible, 
that one Man ſhauld raiſe another from the Dead? 
Or the Dead ſhould: raiſe themſelves? For 


n very incredible but that God ſhould 


Aga lx, it 18 not contrary, to Re on, that Gd 
ſhould appoint a 5 126 12255 and endue 
Him with all Powers and Qualifications neceſſary 
for that Work; that is, that He ſhould be Hob, 


Hh and Undefiled, For it would be a_ vain 


TANG IHr one to pretend to ſave others from Sin, 
imſelf was. oyercame by it; and that there- 


Power 
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h Wen without Meaſure,” and in that Reſpect called 
the Son of God in the moſt eminent Manner: And 
that in Order to the giving a Sanction to His Do- 
ctrines and Prec ts, He ſhould be endued with 
the Power of working Mi racles, which in their Na- 
ture tend to give a Sanction, and raiſe the At- 
tention of Men to the Doctrines and Precepts deli- 
vered by Him. 

AGAIN, it is not contrary to Reaſon, that God 
| mould permit a Perſon thus dignified, to be by 
wicked Hands taten and cruciſied; for being formed 

as to His Body, of the like Materials with other 
Men, and conſequently mortal, it is indifferent 
whether ſuch a Ferſon dies 1 a Natural or Violent 

th. 

. 8 tis Ca las been in the Courſeof 
Providence, the Lot of many of the beſt of Men, and 
in this Caſe it was n e Tin b th in Reſpect of the 
great End and Deſi becoming a Sacrifice 
for the Sins of Mankind, and alſo to make the Evi- 
-dence of his Refurrefion the more certain and un- 
conteſtable, which the beloved E. ns Jobn points 
at after having told us John xix. 34. That one 0 Hl 
the Soldiers with a'Spear pierced His 5 14 and fort 

with came there out Blood and Water, and be that ſaw 
it bear Record, and his Record is true, ' and be know- 
eth that be ſaith true, that ye might believe. Which 
is in Effect to ſay, (in Order to obviate an Objection 
againſt His Reſurrection, that perhaps he was not 
really dead, and therefore His ReſurreFion might 
be a Fiction or Contrivance) I know that he was 
really dead, becauſe I faw His Crucifixion,” and 
not only ſo, but the Violence uſed upon His Body 
even after Death was ſuch, that had ir been beg 
would have deſtroyed Life, and this I my ſelf ſaw. 
For that *rwas himſelf that the Apoſtle nad in 
- faying,” He that Jaw it bear Record, &c. is plain 
rem what he farther afferted, Chap. XX1, ver. = 
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di is the Diſciple that 1eÞifieth of theſe Things, and 


rote theſe Things, and wwe know that his Teſtimony is 
boy vo x, it is not contrary to Reaſon, that a Per- 
ſon ſent into the World, for the Purpoſe of Men's 
Salvation, ſhould after being crucified, dead and 
buried, be raiſed again from the Dead; this is ſo 
far from being contrary to Reaſon, that it is moſt 
reaſonable. For as the principal End of Chriſt's 
Coming was to reveal to Mankind a Power by 
which they might overcome their Corruptions, and 


their Hearts become purified and ſanctifed: What 


could more effectually conduce to that End, than 
ſo convincing an Evidence of the Divine Power at- 
tending Him, viz. God having raiſed Him from the 
Dead? The Holy Ghoſt being thereupon giving as 
a Principle immediately acting upon the Mind for 
theſe good Purpoſes, there could be nothing want- 
ing to à full Confirmation of the Truth of the 


whole; conſidering moreover, that the greateſt 
Good and true Happineſs of Mankind, was plain- 


ly and only deſigned in the Chriſtian: Diſpen/ation ; 
and therefore, though the Manner offits Publicati- | 


on and Introduction into the World, had ſome- 


thing uncommon and extraordinary, yet the Thing 


1 ſed by it, which was the Reformation of Man- 
na, 


and the Means of attaining it, by a Divine 
Principle given of God for that End, had nothing 


in it but what was accountable from Reaſon, as 
hath been made appear in the foregoing Pages. 
Only ſuch a Principle was the more likely to take 
Place, when revealed and publiſhed to the World, 
by a Perſon in ſo extraordinary Manner qualified 
and dignified, as our Lord was. For though a 


Doctrine agreeable to Reaſon in it ſelf, as ſuch, does 


often make its 9wn Way with wiſe Men, duly at- 
| trending to it, yet when accompanied with ſuch ex- 
traordinary Circumſtances, as the ChriſtianDodrine 


Was 
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was at its firſt Publication, it quickens and raiſes 
the Attention of all, and makes Men apply them. 
ſelves more diligently to. the Enquiry, whether 
theſe Things are ſo as they are declared to be: 80 
that Chriſtianity is not only in its ſelf good and pro- 
fitable to Mankind, but the Wiſdom of God emi- 
—.— — 4 pears in the Manner of its Publication 
orld. _ if the ſame pure Doctrines and 
— . been only preached or pub- 
liſhed'to the World, without any — or 
| Circumſtance extraordinary attending the Publica- 
tion, they: might perhaps have been received by 
ſome few for a Time, for their own Sake, and then 
dwindled into general Neglect or Oblivion: But 
when the Aut hor of the Chriſtian Religion, had ſuch 
undoubted Evidences of His Divine Miſſion, as 
hath been already mentioned, this in the Nature of 
the Thing beſpoke the g greateſt Regard. to them, 
2s not only being 2 „but as com- 
directly from eſpec when it appear- 
ET that the. firſt Publiſhers ofitlicen were 81 
enced by them, that of Sinners they became Saints, 
| and thoſe with received” the Goſpel, did by the 
Power arid Virtue thereof,” bring forth Fruits a- 


greeable. 

HAP the Chrifian Religion ordpeſid ROM Do- 
rines or 2 togratify Ambition, or Aparice, 
or Luſt, or any other vitious Appetites in its Ad- 
herents, and had the firſt Chriſtians ap to be 


PFerſuns purſuing Phings which had ſuch a Ten- 


dency; theve right hwy been ſome Resten tr ful | 
pect ſome! wicked Contrivance in it, and that it 


was a Plot againſt Maxking; to inſlave them to 
theſe Paſſions: But as nothing but their Happineſs 
both in this World and the next, evidently appears 

to be aimed at therein, (I ſpeak now of the Chri- 
ftian Religion in its Conſtitution, andthe 
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| the Defefts of Rea on? 


fon and Revelation are taken in havior ahem. Þ 
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e e Help of His Grace and 


Spirit, co deny dline/s and woridly Lufts, 
fry 7 0 the Til ke 1 and to 12. 
jobteouſly and Gail ; ys this projent World, 
hb bees pe oed to be a rational Principle, 
chere us the Rrongeſ Reaſon to receive and believe 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, with all Humility and 
Thankfulgeſs, as the Bleſſing Mankind 
were ever tavour'd with, and to apply our ſelves 
with all Deligence by Faith, in the i Cafficient of 
his Diving Principle, to live agrocable cherounto. 


"CHAP. vil. 


| foregoing Doffrine ed with R 
10 ome late ek ee = 
ing 10 Reaſon aud Revelation. 


Oban now canfider this Doctrine of a Bonde 


" Prin with Ref to ſame late Diſputes 
2 T think ( 'with due Rear 


2 Labour . N Ln es are more | 
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To give a clear Sqlution of this j 0 
Kion, it is neceſſary, chat the Lerpas of it th 
be firſt explained and · underſtqod, for as both Res- 


whenerer we peak of them, e ought to 2 
what Seuſe we ipiens them in the pref 
x is ſometimes, . 
rally, unflerftopd the Faculty of Regſes, 
2 which a Man hath as a N 
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A hignlett Youpprehend, Judge 
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Ideas ot Things preſented to the View of his Mind: . 


And ſometimes it is taken for the Reſult of that f 
Apprehenſion and Judgment, or the Concluſion ; 
which the Mind forms, by the Uſe of that Faculty, 
expreſſed either in Word or Writing. In the firſt y 
Senſe, it may be called the Power ol Reaſoning, 
and in the latter, the Act ot it. | b 


-.. AGAIN, by Revelation is ſometimes underſtood, 
the immediate Perſentation of-- ſomthing to the 
Mind of Man, relating to the Will of God, and 
his Duty accordingly, and fixing the Mind in its 
Attention thereunto, in the right believing and 
practiſing of which, his preſent and future Happi- 
neſs conſiſts, which may be term'd Iaward and Im- 
mediate Revelation; and this I take to be the moſt 
proper Senſe of the Word, and what is generally 
meant by it, when uſed in the Holy Scriptures of 
the New Teftament, (for I do not at preſent meddle 
with the ſeveral Ways of Revelation mentioned in 
the Old Teſtament) but there is an other Meaning of 
it, Which has very much obtain'd of late, which is 
the Declaration of the Mind of God committed 10 l ri- 
ting, and contained in the Holy Scriptures. This is 
what, is generally meant by the Word Revelation, 
»;1 y.the Writers of bath Sides of the. Queſtion, tho? 
improperly, for L do not Remember any where in 
the Scriptures, to find the Word uſed in that Senſe; 
on the contrary, the Spirit of God, which is the 
Divine Principle L have been contending for, is cal- 
El the Spirit of dom and Revelation ; the Eyes 
of the. Underſtanding being thereby enlightned, 
which muſt be Revelation in the, firſt Senſe of the 
Word. However, as it has been of late, and that 
moſt generally, uſed in the latterSenſe, I ſhall ſome- 
times uſe it in that Senſe z but having diſtinguiſhed 
- both. Reaſon and Revelation into two Senſes, or 


Meanings of thoſe Words, that I may be the more 


1. 04 


. „„ 


TY * i 4 00 4s 25 cient Guide in theſe Matters, without 
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Terms, 1 ſhall diſtinguiſhed every where in which 
of theſe two Senſes I uſe them. | 

Iſay then, that Reaſon, in the firſt Senſe of the 
Word, is not a ſufficient Guide in Matters of Reli- 
ion 3 for as a Faculty it is but a meer Power, 


acting nothing, and therefore, can be a Guide in 


nothing, Mus leſs in ſo weighty an Affair as that 
of Religion. The Queſtion then will recur, M- 


ther Reaſon (as Mankind are endued with i it, and 


which diſtinguiſhes them from Brutes) 5 Ned or 
exerciſed about Matiers of Religion, or Divine hiugs, 


y other or Aſſi ſtance ? I think not: I have 
er 5 prove that Reaſon in this Senle, "is: a limited 


finite Principle, and as ſit hable to err in Mat- 
ters of Knowleds ge, and fait in Matters of Practice. 
But an 7 5 e of Knowledge and Aion, which 
is in it felf liable to Errors and Failure, is not a 
ſufficient Guide in Matters of Religion ; for that 


which inſtructs in theſe Matters ' ought to do it 


with Certainty ; and that which affiſts the Mind in 
Practice ought to do it effectually, and in ſuch a 


Manner as certainly to be depended upon: But 


this cannot be truly ſaid of humane Reaſon, or any 
Faculty meerly bamane or creaturely. And there- 
fore, theſe Faculties have need of ſome Help, ſome- 
thing to ſteer their uncertain Courſe, to fix their 
Rovings, to ſtrengthen their Weakneſs, to reduce 
them to a Certainty and Stability, and that not 
only by preſenting right Objects, but - aſſiſting 
the Underſtanding to receive them, 
Mind in its Attention upon them in Order to re- 
_ duce them to AFjon.. 


ying the 


Now nothing can do this but God, He — 
made the Underſtanding, and formed the other Fa- 


culties of the Mind, can only preſerve them in their 
due Exerciſe, and reſtore them to ir when they have 


err'd, and for — + a Manifeſtation ' 
| 2 15 


CG) 


of Hat 1 o'r N in 10 
Word, that is, Inwafd Inimediate Revelation, Which 
by otir late Writers i is call*d 1nſpirdtion. _ 
© Now, the, Controverſy betweeri Reaſon arid Rr. 
lation in this Senſe of the Word, is bron de dee into 
a narrow 'Cofiipals, f6r as up on theſe 
Reaſor without Revelation is 0 4 ſufficient fte 
Gr in Matters of Religion. ſo upon the ame Prin. 
ples, Revelation, thoug ſtight ftom Bumane 
Nas, yet does not᷑ act withour it, or ſeparate from 
bur zeks upon it, by informing the underſtand. 
the, andafh the other Faculties of the Mind ; 
f0.that neithet Reaſon without Revelafion, in chis 


et. which 
feſt Lene of the 


ue, nor Revelation ION Reaſon, bur bock to- 


' gether, the one keightned and improved 
e ee 7 
| e an ian in Acters o el Of as 
God informs the Underſtandin * Y act up- 
on the Will age Affections, b 1 93 
int them to Objects ee £ 125 25 
Arengthaing them w h Power a0 Refoly 
wichlkand all Temptations fo the contrary. 
Wunen, as it hath beet proved to be ares 
tb the Reatoh of of Things, ſo it is . 
1 Nee Ace we ive of thele Things in 
ture, Where 2 Cor, iv. 6. God, who commanded 
to ſhine ou Darkneſs, 15 ſaid to Hine ino 1 
dag to fibe us the Light of the . 777 fr 
Glory of Cod, in the Feud 70 Son 
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Plaaſure, which-comprehends all that can be called 

4 Principle of n. | 
In, all which, a 

might be mentioned, 


= 
* 


which I would ob- 


. 


Taylor, it beightens and improves our natural Facul- 
ties by enlarg the Under 1 ebend, 
and reagthen the Will with on and - 
Power to purſue ſuch Objects as it penn to it, 
which the Apoſtle calls, * 
| | 1 , 


SS 
Might by Hit Spirit in the inward Man; and with- 
out this Improvement of the Underſtanding, and 
ſtrengthning the Will, our Reaſon as a bumane 
Faulty 'of it {elf could not certainly apprehend, 
nor the Will purſue to Aion, that which the Ho- 
Iy Spirit propoſes to it; ſo chat the Hats Spirit 
improving our Reaſon, or Reaſon as aſſiſted by it, 
ore only Principle of Certainty in Underſtanding, 
and Abiluy in Praffice, . 
- To return therefore to the Cafe of Reaſon and 
Revelation, there is a real Difference between the 
one and the other, as between Viſion and Illumina- 
tion, we cannot ſee, (though we may have a Capa- 
city of ſeeing) without Ligbt; and on the other 
*Hand, Light is of no Uſe where a Capacity of ſee- 
ing is wanting. But Revelation, Inward Immediate 
Revelation, not only gives Ligbi, and preſents Ob- 
ets, or in the Words of the laft mentioned Author, 
N 25. Arguments to it, but alſo opens the Eyes of 
the Underſtanding, to ſee and perceive them, 
"heightens" and improves it, which none but God 
that made the Underſtanding can do: And that 
He does this, as well as that he propoſes Objects, 
as Reaſons, or Arguments, is acknowledged by 
"the Adyerſaries of Revelation, and it cannot in the 
Nature of Things be otherwiſe, as what. God pro- 
+ Poles may be, and ſometimes no doubt is, above 
the Capacities of Men to perceive; ſo it is moſt 
"reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that He gives at rhe fame 
Time an Underſtanding, or enlarges their Under- 
Nanding, to perceive that which otherwiſe would be 
above their Capacities as Men, to underſtand ; 
which being the Caſe upon the foregoing Princi- 
ple, it can be no longer a Doubt which is the 
more preferable as a Guide or Inſtructor in matters 
of Religion, Reaſon or Revelation in this Senſe of tbe 
Word, for though they both bear a Part in it, and 
g together, yet inaſmuch as humane Reaſon receives 
4 ts Rs "= 
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its Certainty from Revelation, Revelation is in it 
ſelt the more certain, according to that Maxim in 
the Schools, Propter quod unumquodgue eſt tale, illud 


ipſum eſt: magis tale. | Lf 
. Her remains to conſider the Caſe of Revelati- 


an in the laſt Senſe of the Word, that is, Written 


Revelation. It is plain, that this cannot be at all 


compared with Reaſon as a Faculty of the Mind, 
yet may be truly ſaid to be an Object of that Facul- 
ty. But any Propoſitions, written or not written, 


offered to the Mind to be believed or practiſed, 


cannot properly be ſaid to be a Guide or Help, or 


Matter of Iuſtruction to the Mind, otherwiſe than 


a the Mind underſtands them. The Queſtion then 
will return, By what Faculty Pall the Mind judge, 
whether an External Revelation propoſed to it, be fit 
to be received as ſuch? Shall the Reaſon of Man, un- 
aſſiſted by the Inſpiration of God, be a Fudge in this 
Caſe? I think not. #bat then? As every Thing 
that bears, the Name of revealed Religion is declar- 
ed to be ſpoken or written by the Holy _ of God, 
ſo the Spirit of God muſt neceſſarily aſſiſt the Mind 
or Spirit of Man, for the underſtanding whether 
what is ſaid to be ſo written, or ſpoken, be really 
what it is pretended to be, and alſo how beſt to ap- 
ply the Truths thus ' conveyed to the Ends = : 

which they are deſigned. kn ASD. "4" 

IT is ſuppoſed on all Hands, that God does. re- 

veal Truths to the Minds of Men; and it muſt be 
alſo-ſuppofed, that when He does this, it is in a 
Way which the Perſon to whom this Revelation is 
made muſt , underſtand, and as theſe Truths ſo re- 
vealed ſometimes relate only to himſelf, and ſome- 
times to others, to whom therefore they are to be 
conveyed by Word or Writing, when this laſt be- 
comes the Caſe, how ſhall be who hears or reads this 
Revelation, toto that. it comes from Cod? Anftver, 
Iy the ſame Means whereby he knows that * 

* ation 


| (64) 
lation i made to his own Mind; comes 
— _—_ as the Spirit of God evidence 
a ſelf to the Mind, both by che Nature, End and 
Deſign of the Truths revealed, and the Manner of 
their being revealed, that is, by that Liſe and Vir. 
fue which accompany them. a Revelation ex- 
gernally c ed by ord or Writing, is evidene- 
ed to of him that receives it the ſame way, 
that is, by the Nature, End and of the 
Things revealed, and by the ſame Spiritinflnencing 
the Niind of him that hears or reads it, in Orderto 
huis believing and receiving of it. 
Now, the Nature, End and Deſign of the Chr;. 
Kian Revelation, contain'd in the Writings of the 
New Teftoment, is ſuch, chat i plainly K declares it 
fe to come from God. For that may juſtly be 
aftcemed to come from God, which is moſt worthy 
eo come from Him; and that is moſt to 
Some from Him, Nate, by tothe reforming and 
perſecting bumane Nature, bringi of it back 
Tothar Srow-of Puri and Ferſection, T2 which Mar 
38 2\Creatue of Sed, bearing His Image, was at 
Grit formed, and this is evidently che great Deſign 


of iany, as well as that it mie Fo 
meſs of Sins that are paſt, u ee 
with the Terms, uur. Su bves ts 


Work of Repentance, and — * Lie, and 
Derſever ance in @,State of Holineſs. Now this is all 
ahat Mankind want, in order to their 


and this the Cbriſtian Nol propoles to For <p; 
domthar'tis in its Nature, 


perfect Ifbitution. For what can be ek — 

whoſe Precepts require inward Truth and Sinceriry, 

4 Love to. God and Man, and that Men ſhould 

| „Soul and Spirit, © as He that hath 

_— wis to , as hath been before — 
Vet, i Chriflioniny, as perfect as it 

_ ns Precepts, conſiſted only in — 
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OO 
or Dakinines, it would not after all anſwer its End 
fully, becauſe the Depravity of zumdng Nature, 


both in Underſtanding and Practice, is ſuch, 
the Prevalency of vitiovs Habits ſo ſtrong, thatwith> 
out ſome Help inwardly and immediately conveyed 


to the Mind, to open the Underſtanding, and in- 


fluence the Will and Affections, the beſt Precepts 


will not re A for the Ends propoſed t 


ed of it, that upon the preachitg of the Gel the 
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DoFrine, or Exhortation, (for the Reaſon is the 


fame) of Scripture, is of any private Interpretation, 


2 Pet: i. 20. By which we muſt underſtand, (and the 
Original might have been tranſlated) of 4 May's 
own Interpretation as a Man, for if we underſtand 
private as diſtinguiſhed from 'publick Interpreta- 
tion, it leads directly to Popery. But as Holy Men 
of God ſpake and writ as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft, ſo there is Need of the Help of the ſame 
Holy Ghoſt, to underſtand and apply to our Profit 
and Edification what was ſo written or ſpoken : 
For, from a Parity of Reaſon, who ſo fit to inter- 
pret the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Holy Ghoſt ? 
And if this was the Caſe then, is it not ſo now? 
Is it not now as neceſſary, that we ſhould receive 
the Help of the Holy Spirit, for the right under- 
ſanding and Uſe of the Holy Scriptures, as in Pri- 
mitive Times? I think much more ſo. | 
Now, that the Simplicy of the Truth is fo much 


8 perverted, and the Scriptures wreſted by each of 


the many Parties and Sects of Chriſtians, to make 
them ſpeak agreeable to their ſeveral Syſtems, and 
the original Text poſſibly having ſuffered-by ſo 
many Tranſcripts and Tranſlations, which are gene- 
rally warped and twiſted to the Minds of the Tyan- 
ſeribers and Tranſlators, and their Party. Now, 
nothing can preſerve the ſincere Chriſtian from being 
influenced by theſe, to the perverting his Judg- 
ment or Practice, but the Light of the ſame Spirit, 
which was the Author of them, giving a right-Diſ- 
covery, what the true Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, ex- 

preſſed in the Scriptures is, as well as giving ſtren 
to caſt off the Prejudices of Education and the Tnflu- 
ence of Example and Authority, and take up, and 
hold faſt the Brofeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith and 
Doctrine, in the Purity and Simplicity of it, as well 
as to live agreeable to its Rules and Precepts. 


From 
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_ + F&om all which it is plain, that as the Spirit of 


Cad, is that which helps and enlightens the Mind 
for the right Uſe and underſtanding of the Scriptures 
or written Revelation; ſo tis that which is the prin- 
cipal Ground of Certainty: Not the Scriptures 
themſelves, unleſs we ſhould ſuppoſe, which can- 
not be ©; N that every Thing therein written 
for our Belief and Practice, conſiſted of /e/f-evi- 
dent Propoſitions, which at firſt View beget an Aſ- 
ſent: Not humane Reaſon of it ſelf, unaſſiſted by 
the [Inſpiration of the Spirit of God, for this, as 
hath: been already obſerved, being a limited, fal- 
lible Principle, cannot by any Rule or Meaſure of 
its Invention or Contrivance, comprehend the Pur- 
poſes of the Almighty, but Men will be in danger 


either of miſtaking the true Meaning and Deſign 
of an Author divinely inſpired, or adding thereto 


e of their own, or diminiſhing from it. 


Our Meaſures are likely to be too long or too ſhort, 


or not rightly applied, when we take upon us with- 
out Him to jugde of Divine Things; and this is not 
only reaſonable, and what may be expected, but 


it is notoriouſly evident, that Men judging of Di- 


vine Matters this Way, have been miſtaken in 


every of theſe Reſpects. 


Fon inſtance, firſt in Matters of Belief barely, | 
which are purely ſpeculative, and as ſuch, the Ob- 


jects of rhe Underſtanding. Is it not evident to any 


common Qbſerver of 2 how Men have added 
to the plain Meaning and Deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the Scriptures, by contriving, and impoſing 


Creed and Articles of Faith, which from the firſt In- 


troduction of them into the Chriſtian Church, be- 

came ſuch a Bone of Contention, that Chriſtian Cha- 
rity (the Badge of Diſcipleſhip, and that wherein the 

Perfection of all Religion conſiſts) was loſt and de- 

ſtroyed, by the unnatural Feuds and Animoſities, 

— Ke — Church after the ar” 
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cil of Nice, for ſeveral Centuries, Biſhops / excom, 
mucating and depoſing one another, and the De- 
' Poſed again excommunicating and depoſing his 
Adverſaries, whenever the Emperor became of this 
or that Party; till at laſt an effectual End was put 
to the Controverſy, and in a great Meaſure to 
Chriſtianity it ſelf in thoſe Eaſtern Parts, by the 
8 of Mahbometaniſm, as the Learned Dr. 
Prideaux in his Preface to the Life of Mabomet, has 
obſerved; though I muſt take the liberty to diſ- 
fent from him in this Reſpect, viz. That it was not 
the different Sentiments of Chriſtians in thoſe Days, 
or at any other Time, that was ſo prejudicial and 
deſtructive to the Chriſtian Religion, as the wnchari- 
table vindictive Way of managing the Controver- 
ſies about them, and the fame has opened Way 
for the preſent Attempts againſt the Chriſtian Name, 
(but not to digreſs) e e e 
op ws into the Weſtern Parts of Chriſtendom, 
we ſhall find the Controverſy in a great Meaſure 
terminated after a Time, by another Remedy worſe 
than the Diſeaſe, vix. The growing Power ef the 
Biſbop of Rome, by which means, the ſeveral Parts 
of the Popiſd Trumpery were gradually by his Au- 
thority brought into, and eftabliſhed in the Churcb, 
_ a Religion bearing the Name of Christian, but a 
Com pofition of Heatbeniſb Rites and Jewiſh Cere- 
monies; and many of its Doctrines, 8 
not only to Reaſon, but to common Senſe,) and all 
this impoſed upon Mankind, not by Perſwaſion, 
but hy Violence and Authority, ta the enſlaving 
their Underſtandings, and ſubjecting their Eſtates, 
and endangering their Lives or Liberties, (all con- 
tray to the very Nature of Cbriſtianity.) Add to 
this, that after this Religion, (if it may bear that 
Name) had in a great meaſure taken Place, that 
Monſtrous Birth, the Divinity of the Sabool. men, 
was brought forth, a mixture of Heathen Philoſophy 
and ſpmething bearing the Name of Chriſtian Do- 
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frine, which, it ſeems, could not be rightly 
taught and explain'd, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Ariſtotle and his Commentators ; which at this Day 

evails too much among ſome, the ancient and 
modern Philoſophy being brought in for Aſſiſtants,” 
in Oppoſition to each other, in the late Di a- 
bout ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Now 
in all this, humane Reaſon has over done it, has 
ſtretch'd its Meaſure too far, meddled with things 
out of its Sphere, made a plain, eaſy Inftitution, 
difficult, by going about to explain it. | 
On the other hand, if we conſider the practical 
Part of Chriſtianity, which is the principal Thi 


deſigned by the bleſſed Author of it; this, ami 


all the virulent Controverſies about matters of Spe- 
culation, is little regarded. But whilſt Men, are 

earneſtly (as they would have it thought) contend- 
ing for the Faith of the Goſpel, (for ſuch, every one 
accounts his particular Set of Doctrines or Opini- 
ons) they either neglect, or repreſent as impoſſible, 
the pure Precept of it, treating them as matters 


of meer Speculation, very good in themſelves, but 


never intended, or even poſſible to be reduced to 

Practice, in that Extent, in which our Lord and 
His A poſtles delivered them; which is in Effect, 
under a Pretence of 1 , en _ de- 
— ri the Hoare, 9 — by Love, o 
give Victory over the World, and the Corruptions of it, 
and in ſhort, by the Power of it, to bring into, and 
eſerve-in.a Converſation agreeable to the pure and 


q ect Pricepts of br Goſpel. 5 | 
Fa Now, a Man may read all the Creeds that have 


ever been publiſhed to the World, and be a conſi- 
derable Proficient in the Subtilties and Diſtinctions 
of -Stholaſtick Divinity, and all the Controverſies 


now, or formerly ſubſiſting, relating to matters 


af Ryligion, and make not one in t 
| e * OP" | reſpecting 


* . 4 * 1 
* * * A * S b * pa 2 hav SE 7 3, watt it n 
N nat 12 5 . work ret 1 B | k 7 n "Tt N . 4 mY wo > 5 a $ * > 5 
Go 7. OI, 7 9, & WS. IE Þ by 2% * 5 * . 
7 ” 


© 


F OED (70) ö pen 
reſpecting that which is the real Work of Faith; he 10 
may indeed improve in Pride and Conceit, and de- ch 
ſpiſe others who are more ignorant (as he ſuppoſes) . 
aac himſelf, (and 'tis well for them they are fo) C 


and in this Conceit may fancy himſelf a Believer, : 
and apply to himſelf all the Priviledges belonging - 
to ſuch'; whereas, he that ſincerely believes that jy 
-Chriſt died, or was delivered for our Sins, and raiſed 7 


again for our Fuftzfication, and in that Faith, hum- u 
bly applies unto God for Forgiveneſs of Sins that are Ml ; 
paſt, and for Power to overcome them in the re- 
maining Part of his Life; though he may be igno- 
rant of all the Controverſies, which have no Rela- 
tion to this great Work (and ſuch are the greateſt 
Part of them) this Man is certainly in the Way to 
receive all the Benefits of Chriſt's Coming in the 
Fleſh, and the End of all that our Lord did and 
- ſuffered for Mankind is effectually anſwered as to 
ſuch an one. „ 
Bur it may be aſked; Muſt we mate no Profeſſion 
ef our. Faith, in any Syſtem ur Form of Words ? Anfw. 
That which the Apoſtles of our Lord thought ſuf- 
ficlent, ought: not to eſteemed too ſhort by us; 
no the Apoſtle Paul tells us expreſly, that if tboun 
alt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and be- 
- tieve in thy Heart that God bath raiſed him from the 
Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.  - However, if I may take 
the Liberty to ſpeak my own Sentiments, of the 
ſeveral Creeds now extant, of which I have ſeen a 
8 great Number, I would chuſe to expreſs my Belief 
in the Words of that called the Apoſtles Creed, be- 
fore any other of them, the Terms of it being moſt 
ſimple and unexceptionable, and as ſuch, admini- 
ſtring leaſt Occaſion of Controverſy. 
Burr to return to the main Matter, By this time 
I hope, the ſincere, honeſt minded Reader may be 
ſenſible, that humane Reaſon is not a proper Inter- 
pPreter of Scripture, or written Revelation, not only 
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more perſectiy Good and Evil, 
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as being in it ſelf a limited, fallible Principle, but 
that in Fact, it has erred both in matters of Spe- 
culation and Practice, by overdoing it, ſtraining the 
String too far on the one; and undoing it, leaving 
Things too looſe on the other; and conſequently 

miſapplying the great End and Deſign of Chriſtia- 

nity, making of it more a Thayer than practical 


Inſtitution, the contrary to which is moſt certain, 
the principal Deſign of it being to reform Mankind 


in Practice. e 2 
Axp as to matters which only relate to the Un- 
derſtanding, and terminate there, as there are (and 
ic cannot” be otherwiſe) different Capacities natu- 
rally, and different Degrees and Growths of Know- 
ledge and Experience in Religion, ſo we are requir- 
ed to believe only according to that Capacity, and 
our-preſent Degrees of Knowledge and Experience, 


and whenever. it becomes neceſſary for us to make 


any Advances in Knowledge, in due Time God will 
give it us, He will reveal it unto us; and in the 
mean time, we ought not to judge or deſpiſe, much 
leſs perſecute one another, for not believing or pro- 
feſſing to believe what we do not underſtand; but 
the Strong bearing the Infirmities of the Weak, and 
in Meekneſ5 inſtructing them, and the Weak in Mo- 
deſty and Sobriety attending to Inſtruction, and wait- 
ing for farther Enlargement of Underſtanding; 
and both ſtudious, eee to live and act ac- 
cording'to their preſent Growths and Attainments, 
which without doubt, is all that God requires of 
them: And this Temper of mind the Spirit of God 
leads unto, that is, as He is All-wiſe, and knows 


our Wants, what is neceſſary for us and our Capa- 
"cities, what we are able to bear, ſo He adminiſters 


ſuitably, Miuk for Babes, and ſtronger Meat for thoſe 
of full Age, who by reaſon of long Uſe, have their 
Underſtandings exerciſed, and enlarged 10 diſcern 


ce 
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To "IM up 3 on b Heads whether 
| by Revelation, we underſtand inward and immedi- 
ate, or outward, written Revelation; God ſpeaks 
both theſe Ways to Mankind, as unto. rational, in- 
telligent Creatures, and the Exerciſe of their Un. 
derftandings, and other Faculties is not thereby ſuſ- 
pended'or umpeded, but improved. And the Dj. 
5 2ine Principle ace upon them in Conjunction with 
2 yet as the latter not only receives Light, va 
Sight. — all its Certainty of Knowledge and P 
er of Action from the former, it is ronfonable 
A that the Divine Principle ſhould in all Things have 
3 the Preheminence, which is ſo evidently the Truth 
de the Caſe, chat (beſides vos way one 1c. hgh i, 
RT Which bas been already proved) the contrar 
great Abſurdity, and unworthy the * 
e the Divize Being, ſuppoſing HB: fat. 0a 
 Himfelfatall with our Minds, by communicating 


1 to them, (which tis on all Hands fy 
_ (poſed He: ) hat He hould ubje Hi Revel 
mint, or that they ſhould be ſubjected to Man's 
Judgment, as untò a more certain Rule or Crite- 
mon, the r to the leſs, the infinitel — 
Fountain of all Knowledre, to our ſcan 

aan, fallible as it may be. Er there en all all 
Accounts reaſonable to conclude, that God who 
made Mau a reaſonable Creature, is always. t 
with him, 1 * 
_- neceflary to _ future 75 
_ :this ſometimes inwardly and 1 tely, and 
"ſometimes by the Means of former Revelation, 
(whicharethen only profitable to us, When brought 
to our Remembrance, and opened and applied to 
the preſent State of the Mind, and Circumſtance we 
ate under, by the ſame divine Principle fram whence 
Ernie pit) And a reparing, open- 
a gs rs ding,” to receive 
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the other Faculties of the Mind to live, move An d 
act accordingly, which none other can do, but He 


that formed the Mind, and gave it all thoſe excels. 


lent Powers and Faculties with which it is endued. 
THz is another Difficulty which ſome Writers 
lay a great Streſs on, and yet I think, upon the. 
Principles before eftabliſhed is eaſily reconciled, 
which is this, The Writers on the Side of Reaſon, 
which they would have to be a ſufficient Guide iu 
Matters of Religion, without Revelation, repreſent 
their Opponents as charging the Divine Being with 


Injuſtice and Partiality, for communicating the Knots - 


ledge of His Will by Revelation, (by which they mean 


External written Revelation) 0 a very /mall Part 


Mankind, and with-holding it from the Reſt, ſo that 
tbe far greateſt Part of Men, not only before the Con: 


ing of Chriſt, but ſince, are deſtitute of the only Means 
of knowing the Will of God, and doing it, and . | 
[ 


quently of being happy. Now this I think tis eaftly 
and effectually reconciled upon the foregoing Prin- 


ciples ; for if there be (as has been proved) an 1. 


ward, as well as outward Revelation, and the firſt 
from the Nature of Things, and the ſtate of Man- 
kind conſidered as Creatures liable to Errors and 
Failures, muſt be univerſal, all Mankind ate Par- 


takers of it: Wherein then is the Partiality ? Seeing 5 


God hathgiven Mankind univerſally the Knowledge 
of His Will, by a Principle diſcovering it to them, 
in their own Breaſts, they are all without Excep- 


tion ſo far Obſects of His kind Notice and Favout ; 


but Men not duly attending to this inward Motor, 


hich Reſpect all are without Excuſe) it pleaſed 


Him to make known His Will, and their Duty ac- 


cordingly, to ſome Part of Mankind, _ in a more 
clear and explicite Manner than to the reſt, moving 
and diſpoſing them to publiſn. the ſame by Word or 


. 


| fore a ſufficient Guide to them it they regard it, in 


L Now 


( 

No is it Partiality in God, that all are not Pro- 
phers, or Apoſtles, or Teachers, or Publiſhers of 
1 ? If this were the Cafe, where would. be 
the Learners, the ee che Inſtructed ? it 


might as well be alledged as Partiality in Divine Pro- 
vidence, that He bag not formed all Men in an equal 
gree of Wiſdom and Prudence, every one as much 
an Orator, Stateſman, or Phi loſopher, as Cicero, 
Plutarch, Seneca, Plato, &c. Again, where is the 
Partiality, that ſome part of Mankind are favoured 
with the Writings of the inſpired Penmen, Moſes and 
the Prophets 1n t the Old, Hp the Evangeliſts and A. 
poſtles of Chriſt in Reed New Teſtament, which others 
1 6 not, ſeeing t ah elidue of Mankind are not 
upon theſe Frieiples ft to themſelves, without 
| ſufficient Lig bt and Inſtruction to row their ty, 
and Help to þro price it, if Rey du 7 attend thereto ; 3 
and] it is mo reaſonable to appel that God re- 
quires no more of any Man, either to believe or 
Practice, than in Pro rtion to what Underftangin; 
and ſtrength He is p leaſed to give him, and ſor mucl 
as that, 15 no 9 85 his indiſpenſable. Duty. 

To whom much is given, of them much is AF 
and theſe are capable of {crving their fellow Crea- 
tures in a greater Degree, and if they do ſo, from 
the Reaſon of Things, we r ma ' juſtly conclude, the 
7955 will be their Reward ; and on the other 


209 


and, to whom little is given, Title fromthem is reg 1 
but if they live up to that little, no Doubt by 
they are accepted wit God, who is juſt and 1 550 
in all His Ways, and conſequently does not require 

more of his Creatures, than he gives them Under- 
| ſanding and Power to know and practice, which 
takes in all Mankind, however ignorant or barba- 
rous, or remote, if they ſincerely walk up to- that 
Degree of Knowledge 72 Underſtanding of their 
Duty, which at Times and Seaſons is 0 diſcovered to 
them in their own Breaſts, 2 
WY ap Tno' 
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Ti” it muſt at the ſame Time be W | 
ed with humble Thankfulneſs, that the Advantage 
we are Partakers of is very. great, who have the 
Benefit of the Holy Scriptures, and therein an ex- 
preſs Declaration if the Will of God, that He will 
forgive us our Sins for Feſus Cbriſt 5s Sake, upon 
bur ſincere and unfeigned Repentance and A 
ment of Life; for which End, He alſo gives 
the Help of His Grace and good Spirit. But this 
Advantage or Preference is not Partiality, unleſs it 
appeared, that all the reſt of Makin were left 
wholly to themſelves, deſtitute of all feu of 
Knowle and Aſſiſtance, relpertivg their Duty 

0 God, and Acceptance wit Him; any more 
2 18 it can be ſaid to be partial in the Divine Being, 
in that He has not made all intelligent Beings 
Angels, or all Men like of co 7 Wiſdom and 
Perfektion: But as He has made the ſeveral Claſſes 
5 reatures in Subordination to each other, from 

an down to the ſmalleſt In/er?,. and His Wiſdom 
therein does evidently appear ;. ſo He bas made th 
ſeveral Individuals of the ſame Species, (Mankin 
as well as others) ſome more perfect in, 
Kind than others, and communicated ſome ſpeci 
Inſtances of His Care and Providence to ſome more 
than others, whoſe Duty is Frerehy enlarged, and 
all this without Par/ialiry, ſeeing His 
Providence is over all univerſal 7 0 2 tkat 
Jace of 12255 and Degree of Ferfection in Which 


15 al 55 the Faſtice 210 Cobdagſi of God, 
af. e Reaſonableneſs of His Proceedings with 
Mankind as to a future Fudgment and Rewards and 
Puniſhm 34 is 50 counted for ;, (ering He i 
quires of th Lftans bence.in P Ai »..agrecable 
to that Under anding and Meats Knowledge 


| them, and n mor and the [avg od 
ciſe on 555 0 Fo r n Faculties, not 


only 


C76) | 
only Ecured, but improved: Inaſmuch as it is ſup- bon 
poſe 


ed, that the Divine Principle (though it is ſyf- 28 
ficient when duly attended unto, and believed in, In 
to help us to overcome Sin compleatly, and to live mo 
agreeable to the Will of God, yet) . not ope- « 
rate by Way of Compulſion, but Perſwaſion, which 4 
jt is in our Power to attend unto, and concur with, 6 
or the contrary, to chuſe or refuſe what it propoſes 6 
to ns, and therefore in the Equity and Reaſon of 6 
Things, we become accountable to God that has 

ven us theſe Faculties, and this Aſiſtance, for our 66 
uſing or not uſing them to His Glory and our own 6 
Happineſs : So that all the Purpoſes of Religion and 6 


Morality being moſt effectually ſecured this Way, 
what hinders our imbracing it with all umily 
and Thankfulneſs, eſpecially conſidering that the 
Bleſſed Author of the Chriſtian Relipion, was Him- 
3 * perfect Example, by Virtue of this Divine 
Principle which dwelt in Him without Meaſure, 
| (for God gave not the Spirit by Meaſure to Him) 
of thoſe Holy Precepts delievered by Him boch in 
Doing and Suffering. LE 
I have not made Uſe of any Authorities ancient 
or modern, to confirm the Truth of what has been 
advanced in this Treatiſe, chuſing rather that the 
Doctrine ſhould ſupport it ſelf by its own Reaſon- 
ablenefs; thaugh on the other Hand, I would not 
be thought to diſpiſe the Judgment of thoſe who 
Have ſincerely laboured for promoting the Cauſe of 
Ebriſftianity, among whom the late Learned and 
Judicious. Archbiſhop Tillosſon was deſervedly e- 
ſteemed eminent; and becauſe the Author of Chri- 
ſtianity as old &c. has ſeyeral times quoted him, 
and Die others under the Denomination of ratio- 
nal Dibines, I think it not beſides the Purpoſe, to 
let him and my Readers ſee what. this great Man's 
Judgment was on the Point. I have been ung 
tor, which ſurely muſt be a good Argument, 4. 
x 10 r my | - Le "IN bominem 


C77) 
bominem,. with the laſt mentioned Author, as well 
as have ſome. Weight with my Readers in general. 
In the ſecond Volume of his Sermons, p. 30g. Ser- 
non 146, he has theſe Words, But after all this 
« js done for us, we are ſtill without Sirength, our 
Nature being depraved and ſunk into that Im 
« 'tency and Weakneſs, that without the powerful 
« Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, we are utterly una- 
« ble to perform thoſe moſt equal and reaſonable 
Conditions, which the Goſpel requires of us, be- 
ing, as the Scripture expreſſes it, dead in Treſ- 
« paſſes and Sins, and eftranged from the Life of God 
« through the Darkneſs that is in us, and the. Blind- 
«© meſs 7 our Hearts. Being enſlaved to vitious Habits, 
« and having a Carnal Mind, which. is Enmity to 
« God, and renders us incapable to receive or reliſh 
Divine and Spiritual Things: So that notwith- 
« ſtanding. all that our Bleſſed Saviour hath done 
« and ſuffered for us, and all the merciful , Over- 
« tures of Pardon and Happineſs - which the Goſpel 
makes to us, all this will ſignify nothing to our 
« Benefit and Advantage, unleſs our Impoteney be 
« relieved, and new Life and Strength be conyeyed 
to us, to awaken and excite us to that which is 
« good, to enable us to mortify and ſubdue our evil 
« and corrupt Inclinations, to break off our vitious 
„ Habits, and to walk in the Ways of God's Com- 
« mandments ; for we are not ſufficient of our ſelves, 
« as of our ſelves, for any of theſe Things, but 
« our Sufficiency is of God: Without Chriſt we 
« can do nothing, and it is only through Him 
e ſtrengthning of us, that we are able to do all 
« theſe Things, which are neceſſary to be done b 
« us, in Order to the obtaining that Happineſs 
and Salvation which the Goſpel has promiſed, and 
% our Saviour hath purchaſed for us, And there- 
fore our merciful Redeemer, that He might not 
« leave His Work imperfect, hath ſent His Bleſſed 
TY N 
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Spirit into dur Hearts, to enlighten the Eyes of 
«our Minds, and to open and diſpoſe our Under. 
. «ſtandings, for to receive of Divine and Spiritual 
** Truths, to conquer likewiſe the Perverſeneſs and 
«Stubbornneſs of our Mills, and to ſet us at Liber- 
«ty from the Slavery of our Luſts, (for where the Spi- 
« ri of God is, as St. Paul tells us, there is Liberty) 
to renew our Natures, and to purify our Hearts 
* to mortify our corrupt Affections, and to aſſiſt 
«+ us to every good Word and Work, to ſtrengthen 
4 UB a ainſt Temp tions, to ſupport us under 
i Fuffökings and erſecutions, and in a Word, to 
< keep m by the mighty Power of God, and gra. 
<« cious Aﬀiſtance 0 His Holy Spirit, thro* F aith 
, « unto Salvation.“ 
Ait wien is a clear and full Teſtimony 5 the 
Naveſſity and 'Sufficieh&y of a Divine Principle 
for the Proddcitig a virtuous religious Courſe o 
Lie, draw! from the Conſideration of the Dark- 
hefs and Blinanels of our Underſtandings, and the 
Impoteney and Weakneſs of our Wills, and the 
Strengen and Prevaleney of evil Habits, &c. 75 
that without fach à Principle, notwithſtanding 
and good Th — one Lord je i 
done and ſuffered for us in His own Perſon, for 
ee Sine that eee the: Work would be 
imperſect, and w be utterly uncapable to 
obtain that NMappineſs which the C r has il 
ed and our Sabin Ras ST or us. Af oe 
ſectlyngreeable ro the Hoctrine and Way 
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"THE CONCLUSION. 
105 now finiſhed what lay before. ne on 
eli 


this neceſſary Subject, ſo far as concerns Lu- 
vers, or ſuch as any ways queſtion the. ruth of 
Chriſtianity : I ſhall: conclude with; an Addreſs t@ 
the, Profel! ors of it, firſt to thoſe who deny or queſti: 
an the Neceſſity, Power and Sufficiency ot a Divine 
Principle, tor the Purpoſes ſo often. mentioned. 
Ir has been often Matter of Admiration to me. 
that there ſhould be any who proſeſs the Holy Serip · 
tures to be their Rule, and yet do not helieve in ſueh 
2 Principle. when nothing is more clearly and ny 
recommended throughout the whole 1 
both Teſtamenis, but eſpecially the SSI t is plaia 


to any who read the Sacred Writings with Attention. 


that the Spirit, Virtue and OA yr Dif 
penſation conſiſted in this eat as en ane 
appear by 1 of Partigulars > Ry mo 
ſhall not at preſent detain, dür Necer. f 
Reſpect to the Goſpel Di/pen/ation,, to — — to 
prove it, would be as lghung a Candle 0 F500 BY Sus 
at Noon it being evidently x which all che 
Benefits of the Goſpel, center, and Fithour whichal 
is in Vain, as A for _whigh 
it was £ 7 bh whi he complegt. Salpation 
Men, as Well be 
6 from. Gull 196 Pug * ihe 
a uc e Wel PI 
c Reaſon Jol che Thing being.te! PR 
4 as well __ the, Primitixe Times, it muſt 
be conglude rs Mobi — 
ing e c Help os the ſame good AY pe 
| s, according. to the end Ok, 
Botit fouldabide 0h lum, Hig Biere e a 
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lowers, for ever. And do deprive the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, of this, is to take from it that which alone 
renders it effectual for the great Purpoſes of Reli. 
gion, which is a Reformation ' of Liſe, by renewing 
the Mind into a State of Holineſs and true Rightegu/: 
neſt, and preſerving it therein; and leaves Chriſta- 
nity a beautiful Picture indeed, a Reſemblance of 
very good Things, a Set of excellent Doctrines 
and Precepts, but Lifeleſs, without Power, Vir- 
tue and Efficacy, for the putting them in Practice. 
Ap therefore, I would recommend it to the 
moſt ſerious Conſideration of Chriſtians of this Ge- 
neration, that as it was by the Power and Virtue 
of this Principle, that the Primitive Chriſtians were 


wWchat they were, A People inwardly reformed in 


Heart and Spirit, waſhed, ſanctiſed and Fuſtified : 
So it is by departing from this, that the Chriſtian 
Religion is ſunk into that Contempt in which it is 
fullen among many at this Day, and has been the 
great Means to open a Door for the preſent Oppo- 
ſition to it. Wort 
- -Anp'for that plauſible Pretence of ſetting up 
Reafon in Opoſition to Divine Revelation, {though 
I would not ſay this is the Caſe with all who argue 
on that Side of the Queſtion, yet) *tis evident that 
many of them intend nothing elſe by it, but to fol 
low their on Hearts Luſts, for which they will un 
dertake to render Reaſons ſuch as they are. That 
this is really the Caſe, appears from hence, be 
cauſe it is notorious, that the moſt Yitious and Pro- 
Figate (at leaſt thoſe of them who give themſelves 
the Trouble to think at all of Religion) generally 
fall in with theſe Notions, and are become great 
Advoeates for Reaſon in Matters of Religion, when 
_ -atthe ſame Time the general Conduct of many of 
them is ſo contrary to Reaſon, that ĩt is below the 
Actions even of Brute Animals; ſo that their Deſign 
| is plainly this, under that plauſible *Pretence, 
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pe and ad as they liſt: They oppoſe Cbriſtianity 


becauſe of the Purity of its Doctrines, and they re- 
ject this Divine Inward Principle, becauſe it re- 
proves them in ſecret, and in the midſt of their vi- 
tious Courſes, it meets them ſometimes in a narrow 
. Place, ſo that they cannot fly from it, or eſcape its 
Notice, and therefore as it gives them Trouble, by 
ſetting their Sins. in order before them, they are 


» 


| reſolved to ſeek Excuſes and Subterfuges in order 
; for a Time to quiet themſelves, if poſſible, by con- 


fulting (what they account) their Reaſon, and by 
that Means ftrengthen themſelves in evil doing; 
Whereas did Men bur turn at the Reproofs of this 
Divine Principle, and believing in the Sufficiency of 


it, did follow and obey its plain Diſcoveries, tho 


it would lead them at firſt in a Croſs to their vici- 
- ous Inclinations, as it cannot be otherwiſe, yet by 
degrees as they continue to believe in and obey it, 
the Croſs which at firſt attended them in their Pur- 

ſuit of Virtue this Way, will not only become to- 


lerable, but eaſy and acceptable, and to thoſe who . 


= — 2 N to it, exceeding pleaſant and 
— 3 e 7 
LAST, to you my Brethren, Profeſſors of the 
ſame Faub with me, Witneſſes and Partakers of 
the Heavenly Calling, thro' the Divine Principle of 
Grace and Truth, which is come by Jeſus Chriſt, I 
beſeech you, hold faſt the Profeſſion of this your 
Faith without Wavering: Watch againſt every 
Thing in your ſelves and one another, that tends to 
deſtroy or any wiſe weaken this Faith, let it ariſe 
from ever ſo ſpecious Pretences or Infinuations, and 
in Order to it, call to Remembrance what it was 
that firſt gathered Us to be a People, and preſerved 
our Forefathers and Elder*Brethren, through a 
reat Fight of Afflictions, and ſtrong 1 tion 
rom the Secular Powers: Was it not this? That 
they, having witneſſed the Work of SanZification 
| 92 M , through 
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through the Spirit of Chriſt, became ſo, fre 


ned ene thereby, that nothing could, 
| move them from their Stedfaſtneſs, and therefore 
in the Strength of this Faith, they held. faſt the 
Proteſſion of it, continuing to aſſemble themſelves. 
to wait upon God, for the renewing of their ſtrengib 
and © ipping of Him according to by s Will, 
when others, many of them, fled before their Ene- 
mies: And having by their faithful Obedience. in 
doing and ſuffering, opened a Way for this State 
of Peace and Tranquility which we of this Genera- 
tion are in the Enjoyment of, ſhall any of Us deny. 
that Faith, and in Compliance with he Antichriſti- 

an Notions of the Times, ſet up for /elf-ſufficient 
independent Creatures? Shall any of Us who are the 
| ET or Succeſſors of thoſe for whom God has 
done ſo great Things, hammer out a Religion which 
has none, or very little Relation to Him? God. 
forbid, this will be (in the Prophet's Phraſe). For- 
ſaking him the Fountain of living Water, and | bewing 
10 our ſelves Ciſterns, broken, Cifterns that will bold 
no Water. 

An therefore, I take this Liberty by. Way of 
Friendly Caution, to put you in e of 
theſe Things 3 and as it is evident beyond all Con- 
tradiction, that the Work of Religion and Godli- 
neſs, where eyer it is rightly brou = forth, is the 

Work of God, that we continually: well near in Spi- 
rit unto Him, waiting upon Him, praying 2 an 
and truſtin al. in Him, both for Remiſſion o 
that are paſt, for His Beloved Son the Lord, Je 
fus Chriſt's Sake, and for the G 
Luſt of it, and perſevering in a Life o Holes, 
which thoſe that do, will in due Time witneſs the 
End of their Faith, and Hope e, Which! 18 the 
compleat Salvation of their Souls. 
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